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The criteria for recognizing the illegitimacy of public culture
from the point of view of Nahj al-Balaghe in the
social dimension
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Abstract

One of the requirements of today's society is to pay attention to public culture. The state
of a society's culture tells about the general state of that society from the degree of
adherence and non-adherence of its people to the norms. From a sociological point of
view, cultural norms include values, customs and laws. Considering that the words of
Amir al-Mumenin, peace be upon him, pay more attention to the value dimension of
public culture, in this research, we are trying to examine it in its social dimension and
from its value aspect, by referring to Nahj al-Balaghe and extracting and analyzing
related propositions. In response to the question of what criteria can be obtained from
Nahj al-Balaghe to recognize the inappropriateness of culture in the social dimension, to
criteria such as oppression, fault-finding, rumour-mongering, cultural backwardness,
cutting off communication with others, offering to help others, reneging on promises,
suspicion, flattery and talkativeness, As the criteria of impropriety and its lack of
desirability in a religious society based on Islamic principles, by using the method of
qualitative analysis of the content of propositions, we have come to the conclusion that
some of the people's behaviors in the form of public culture are unjust according to the
propositions of Nahj al-Balaghe and should be corrected.
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