Pazuhesname-ye Alavi (Imam Ali's Studies), Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2023-2024, 183-207
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/alavi.2024.49179.2652

A Study of Rational Principles and Codes Governing Imam Ali
(PBUH)’s Conduct Based on Nahyj al-Balagha

Ahmad Gharaee Sultan Abadi’

Abstract

A very important part of Imam Ali (PBUH)’s thought and conduct has been reflected in
the extant collection of his words entitled Nahj al-Balagha. This study tries to examine
some of Imam Ali (PBUH)’s behaviors with the content analysis method in order to
clarify what rational principles and codes governed his conduct. The research results
indicate that in the particular context of war and sedition, disobedience with regard to
the issue of jihad, caliphate of Uthman and his murder, deviation and decadence of
society, and in confrontation with Mua’wiya’s politics and hypocrisy and breaking of
promises, Imam Ali (PBUH) acted rationally and made people aware of the source of
the seditions and causes of society’s decadence and an increase in vice. At such
junctures as his confrontation with enemies and in giving consultation to others as well
as in his correspondence with Mu’awiya and government agents, he took right decisions
and rational procedures. To put matters right and change people’s attitudes and beliefs,
he revealed true colors of hypocrites and oath-breakers and provided a description of the
worst people (pseudo-ulema, hypocrites and naive judges) and best people (the devout,
believers and real ulema). In different situations, through explaining the rational rules of
life he offered conclusive arguments to everyone, so that he would not be accused of
being greedy for power, jocular, interested in playing games, ignorant of war
techniques, and having a part in the murder of Uthman.
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