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Abstract

The prophetic hadiths extolling the virtues of the Prophet Muhammad's household,
known as Ahl al-Bayt, underwent a tumultuous journey following the Prophet's passing.
The issue of succession after the Prophet's demise had a significant impact on the
transmission of these hadiths among Sunni scholars, in contrast to Shiite scholars who
preserved them. However, as the third Islamic century dawned, hadiths concerning the
virtues of Ahl al-Bayt, especially those regarding Imam ‘Ali, previously scattered in
Sunni sources, began to be compiled into independent books. This research delves into
the origins and context surrounding the composition of the first book on the virtues of
Ahl al-Bayt by Mu‘tazilite scholars. Employing an analytic-descriptive approach and
drawing from historical and hadith sources, the study investigates why Mu‘tazilite
scholars began paying attention to these hadiths and compiling them into standalone
works. Several factors spurred this development. These include the relaxation of
restrictions on compiling hadiths, the decline and fall of the Umayyad dynasty, the
ascendance of the Abbasid dynasty with its allegiance to "the chosen one from the
family of Muhammad" (al-rida min Al Muhammad), al-Ma min's efforts to promote the

superiority of Imam ‘Ali to appease Imam al-Rida and his followers, the political and

» Ph.D. Candidate of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran,
s.r.mahdavi20@mail.um.ac.ir

« Professor of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran (Corresponding Author),
iravany@um.ac.ir

= Professor of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Ferdowsi University, Mashhad, Iran, naghizadeh@um.ac.ir

Date received: 08/11/2023, Date of acceptance: 21/02/2024



Abstract 236

social milieu of Baghdad, and the Mu‘tazilites' interactions with various Shia groups,
notably the Zaydis. Lingering tensions from the Umayyad era and biases towards
figures like ‘Uthman also played a role. These multifaceted factors coalesced to prompt
the writing of the inaugural book on the virtues of Ahl al-Bayt by Mutazilite scholar
Abil Ja'far al-Iskaft.

Keywords: virtues, Ahl al-Bayt, the Prophet’s Household, Sunni Muslims, Mu ‘tazilites,
Baghdad, al-Iskaft.
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