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Abstract

The representation of Imam Ali (PBUH)’s conduct in historical sources has
distinguished and unique aspects that reveal the breadth of his consistent and firm
character as a role model and paragon for Muslim societies. Despite his unparalleled
gallant military character at the time of battles and jihads against infidels and
hypocrites, in his community and family he was amiable, peaceful and kind, relying on
rationality and gumption. Although historical sources have said a lot about Imam Ali
(PBUH)’s military conduct, what distinguishes him as an outstanding ruler and caliph
from his contemporaries is the perfection of his rationality when politics and diplomacy
were concerned, as evidenced by a variety of his political and cultural negotiations and
consultations from which his rational character in adopting governmental strategies can
be inferred. Throughout the history these behavioral models have set examples of social
strategy for Shiites. Accordingly, the present article aims to study some aspects of Imam
Ali (PBUH)’s consultations during his caliphate, which, in spite of its shortness,
enjoyed as much profundity as time enjoys infinity. The research questions of this
study are as follows. What are the aspects of Imam Ali (PBUH)’s negotiations during
his caliphate as behavioral models in politics? What are the target groups for political

consultations from the viewpoint of Imam Ali (PBUH)? And what are the results of his
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cultural strategies in his political relations? This study has been conducted based on
historical, descriptive and analytic studies, using historical sources and Imam Ali
(PBUH)’s writings.

Keywords: Imam Ali (PBUH), behavioral model, Imam Ali’s conduct, consultation,

negotiation.
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