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The Peace Conditions from Imam Ali’s Viewpoint
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Abstract

Peace brings security to the society, calmness to the people, comfort to the army and
prosperity to the cities. But these effects will come at a time when the regulations and
conditions of peace are being observed. Some of the most important conditions of peace are
reflected in Imam Ali’s speech, especially in the Malik Ashtar Treaty. The purpose of this
research is to study and explain these conditions from Imam Ali’s viewpoint. The findings
of the study show that peace is inherently desirable from the viewpoint of Imam Ali, but
provided that it is pleasing to God as well and the dignity and authority of the Islamic
society is preserved in it. Imam Ali mentions several points as conditions and requirements
of peace, which include awareness of the enemy’s conspiracies and its possible
consequences; foresight and lack of good faith in the enemy; transparency and clarity of the
peace treaty and its non-interpretability; and finally, adherence to peace treaties and
avoiding any deception or violation of contract. Compliance with all of these terms and
conditions will lead to a lasting peace that serves the interests of both parties of the conflict.
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