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Abstract 

Critical discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary approach that is important in discovering 

the discursive worldview. Teun Van Dijk, one of the leading theorists in the field of critical 

discourse analysis, proposed the ideological square theory by emphasizing that the 

ideological worldview of the narrator can be represented in language. The present study, 

adopting a descriptive-analytical method and assuming that one can have a discursive 

reading of the act of boasting, examines the boastings of Ali (as) and the Jews in the Battle 

of Khaybar based on Van Dijk’s ideological square model in critical discourse analysis, in 

order to discover how the ideology of the dialogue parties is represented and to gain a 

deeper understanding of the layers of the text. The results of the study show that, in these 

boastings, the atmosphere of conflict is represented by the discursive strategy of 

polarization between the two groups of Ali (as) and his enemies, and using the linguistic 

propositions of oath, curse, agent noun in the meaning of attributive adjective, absolute 

object of type and emphasis, preposing the predicate and rhetorical approaches of simile, 

Makniyeh metaphor, lexical structures that have a negative ideological load (Al-Kufra and 

people of immorality) and lexical structures that have a positive ideological load (Rabbi 

Khair Nasser and Amen Ballah) are among the effective linguistic approaches in 

marginalizing the boastings of the opposition and in propagating Islam and proving its 

legitimacy against the Jews.  

Keywords: Ali (as), Ideological Square, Critical Discourse Analysis, Boasting, 

Marginalization.  
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