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Abstract 

During the caliphate of Ali (as), the government’s approach in the case of how to deal with 

non-Muslim citizens – the Dhimmis – was a function of religious principles and the views 

of the ruling body in this regard. Given the importance of this period in determining the 

methods and subsequent positions of the Shiite community in relation to the congregations 

of the People of the Book, the main questions are: what was the social status of the 

Dhimmis in the Alawite government and how was their situation different from the periods 

of the previous caliphs, and how did Ali (as), as the founder of good governance practices 

in the Shiite community, treat them in his rule? The findings of this study, which is based 

on a descriptive-analytical method, show that the Dhimmis in this period have more social 

and religious freedom than in the time of the Rashidun caliphs, and their religious rituals 

were freely performed and they did not have any restrictions in this regard. In addition, the 

Alawite government took care of their social demands and rights, and the Dhimmis, like 

the Muslims, enjoyed a desirable social status, and the only social restriction was that they 

were not employed in the administration of Muslim affairs, and the adoption of such 

decisions and policies by Ali (as) was based on the Quranic teachings and the practice of 

the Prophetic tradition. 
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