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Abstract

Understanding the ethical behavior of the ruler before taking on power can explain and
highlight his ethical policies and the degree of his honesty in his subsequent actions. Imam
Ali (as), as the ruler of the Islamic society, by emphasizing the precedence of morality over
other areas, tries to show that the moral teachings emphasized in his caliphate were no
different from what was emphasized before his rule. In the Battle of Jamal, as the first war
imposed on Imam Ali (as), although it had unfortunate consequences, the moral-oriented
leadership of the Imam first tries to prevent the start of the war with appropriate moral
principles and even after the war, by behaving properly towards his enemies, he shows that
moral-oriented humanity has superiority over immoral religious people. The present article
explains a new theory in the field of leadership theories and, by examining the biography of
Imam Ali (as) in a descriptive-analytical way, tries to explain to what extent the
propositions based on the ethics axis in the Battle of Jamal have been able to prove this
theory. The findings show that the methods used by Imam, including dialogue based on
specific ethical propositions, attention to reformist demands, preservation of human dignity
and protection of the rights of dissidents, not based on kinship and history of presence in
various political arenas, can repel the conflict that arises in society with the moral-oriented
behavior of the ruler.
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