Pazuhesname-ye Alavi (Imam Ali's Studies), Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2021, 33-52

A Critique of Ibn Abi al-Hadid’s Views and Explanations on
the Issue of Ahl al-Bayt’s (as) Socio-Political Guardianship in
Nahj al-Balagha

Ali Almasi’
Rahmatollah Joghatayi Sabzevari , Sayyed Ali-Aasghar Mir -Khalili™~

Abstract

The socio-political guardianship of Ahl al-Bayt (as) is an inalienable right from almighty
God, which has been emphasized by the Holy Quran and Ahl al-Bayt (as) themselves,
including in Nahj al-Balagha. Despite the importance and quality of Ibn Abi al-Hadid’s
commentary on Nahj al-Balagha, in some cases he has followed the path of injustice and
has explained the orders of the Imam based on his own doctrinal and jurisprudential
principles. In this article, after presenting the preliminary issues as well as the theoretical
foundations and general principles, we explain the issue of Imam Ali’s (as) socio-political
guardianship from the point of view of Ibn Abi al-Hadid. The explanations that he has
given about the orders of Amir al-Mu’minin (as) regarding the rightfulness of the Imam in
the matter of guardianship, and also the distinction he makes between superiority and
caliphate, and other related matters, are examined. Then Ibn Abi al-Hadid’s explanations
are criticized. The findings of the present study reveal the unfair judgment of Ibn Abi al-
Hadid on the issue of the socio-political guardianship of Amir al-Mu’minin (as), which
refers to the orders of the Imam in Nahj al-Balagha. In this regard, he has turned a blind eye
to the truth by insisting on the presuppositions arising from his beliefs and jurisprudence
within his denomination. The purpose of this study is to explain the interpretations of Ibn
Abi al-Hadid following the orders of Imam Ali (as) on the issue of the socio-political
guardianship of Ahl al-Bayt (as) and then to critique his interpretations. The method of this

+ Alborz Medicine Faculty Number (Corresponding Author), kashani1496@gmail.com

« Faculty Number of Alborz University Joghatiyi Sabzwari, joghatayi@yahoo.com

« Faculty Number of Albors Medicine University, sa.mirkhalili@yahoo.com

Date received:2021/09/29, Date of acceptance: 2021/01/03

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). This is an Open Access article.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of

this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



V¥ uL.AAAJl) 9 )[Q(.v 5J9‘ 3)[4.4’3 crvlb.))'lﬁ.) le 5(’(}@ ‘L/"(J’“bﬂ)) ¥

work is analysis and critique based on documents, which is done by referring to library
books, credible sites and related software.
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