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Abstract

Muslim al-Nishaburi (d. 261 AH), author of al-Jami® al-Sahih, unlike al-Bukhari (d.
256 AH)—the other prominent Sunni compiler of a Sahth—included an account of the
Ghadir event and sermon in his collection. However, despite being placed under the
“Chapter on the Virtues of “AlL,” his report makes no explicit reference to Imam “AlL
This absence has often been used as an argument against the authenticity of the
sermon’s central statement, “Whoever I am his master, ‘Al is his master,” and other
well-known passages. Given the mutawatir nature of this phrase and the abundance of
reports on the Ghadir sermon in sources both preceding and following Sahih Muslim,
scholars have long questioned why the key sections are missing and at what stage the
truncation occurred. The findings of this study indicate that the omission was not made
by Muslim himself or by intermediaries in the chain of transmission. Rather, Zayd ibn
Arqam—the principal narrator of the Ghadir sermon—appears to have transmitted
multiple versions of the event at different times and under varying circumstances,
which led to the concealment of its more sensitive and central portions. Motivated by
theological caution and concern over possible accusations of fabrication, textual
alteration, or incompleteness, Muslim diverged from his usual method of presenting
multiple related reports within a single chapter and instead selected only Zayd’s

abridged version, omitting other extant narrations of the Ghadir sermon.
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Introduction

The report of Ghadir is recorded with numerous chains of transmission regarding the
event of Ghadir Khumm in the most important sources of both Islamic sects. A
group of prominent Sunni scholars, have accepted the consecutivity (Tawatur) of
this Hadith. Muslim bin Hajjaj al-Nishapuri (d. 261 AH), the author of Al-Jami' al-
Sahih commonly known as Sahih Muslim, unlike Bukhari (d. 256 AH)—the other
major compiler of Sunni Hadith—has reported the event and the sermon of Ghadir.
However, although this report is placed in the "Chapter of the Virtues of Ali bin Abi
Talib" (Bab Min Fada'il Ali), the text of the sermon surprisingly contains no
mention of Ali (PBUH). This significant omission has been used as a pretext by
some prominent theologians like Ibn Taymiyyah to deny the main phrase of the
sermon, "For whomever I am his Master, Ali is his Master" (Man Kunt Mawlah
Fa-Aliyyun Mawlah). Given the presence of this phrase in sources preceding and
succeeding Sahih Muslim, the question arises: why were the critical parts of this
sermon not narrated in Sahih Muslim, and at what stage did this truncation (Taqti')
occur? This study aims to analyze the quality of Muslim’s confrontation with the

Ghadir news and discover the cause of this deficiency.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a historical-analytical method. It involves a detailed re-
reading of the Ghadir narration in Sahih Muslim and compares it with other reports
recorded in authoritative Sunni sources such as Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Ibn Majah,
and Al-Sunan Al-Kubra. The study specifically focuses on the character of the
narrator, Zayd bin Arqam, and analyzes his various narrations of the event across
different time periods. By examining the variations in Zayd’s reports and comparing
Muslim’s methodology in this distinct chapter with his usual approach in other
chapters, the study deduces the reasons behind the selection of this specific version
of the Hadith.

Discussion and Results

The investigation reveals that Muslim al-Nishapuri typically groups similar

narrations and variations of a single event in one chapter to provide a comprehensive
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view. However, in the case of Ghadir, he deviates from this method, sufficing with a
single, incomplete report from Zayd bin Arqam that lacks the famous Ghadir
phrases and the full "Two Weighty Things" (Thiqlayn) narration.

The analysis of Zayd bin Arqam’s reports shows that the truncation did not
originate from Muslim or the immediate intermediaries in the chain of transmission.
Instead, Zayd bin Arqam himself narrated the event in four distinct ways depending

on the circumstances:

1. Complete Narration: Including all details and the phrase "Man Kunt
Mawlah" ...

2. Semi-Complete: Including "Man Kunt Mawlah" but omitting the
supplication "O Allah, befriend the one who befriends him..." (Allahumma
Wali Man Walah).

3. Minimal: Mentioning only the leadership phrase without the subsequent

supplication.

4. Sanitized Narration: A version where the specific mention of Ali is entirely

absent, and the sermon focuses only on the Quran and generic Ahl al-Bayt.

It appears that Zayd, due to old age or political dissimulation (Taqiyyah) during
the Umayyad era, sometimes refrained from narrating the full text, as seen in his
interactions with Abu Tufayl and Atiyya Aowfi.

Muslim al-Nishapuri, facing a theological crisis regarding the implications of the
Ghadir tradition, adopted a strategy of "Selection" rather than "Silence" (like
Bukhari) or "Truncation" by his own hand. Muslim chose to record the event to
maintain the comprehensiveness of his book. However, to avoid the accusation of
fabrication or theological controversy, he selected the "fourth type" of Zayd’s
narration—the one already sanitized by the companion himself. This method is
similar to how Bukhari handled controversial narrations by selecting versions where

names were already omitted by the narrator.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the defective representation of the Ghadir sermon in Sahih
Muslim is the result of a calculated choice by the author. Muslim al-Nishapuri
selected a specific narration by Zayd bin Arqam, which the narrator had modified
due to the socio-political pressures of his time. By choosing this version, Muslim
managed to include the Ghadir event in his collection—preserving his status as a
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comprehensive compiler—while simultaneously avoiding the theological challenges
posed by the explicit text of the sermon regarding the leadership of Ali (PBUH).
This approach utilizes selection as a tool to navigate between narrative integrity and

theological presuppositions.
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