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Abstract

Hadith literature, particularly within Sunni sources, is susceptible to textual
vulnerabilities such as fabrication (ja‘l) and distortion (tahrif). The proliferation of
these issues in the post-Prophetic era underscores the pressing need for a critical
evaluation of traditions, including those regarding the Asbab al-Nuzul (occasions of
revelation) for verses 91-92 of Surah Al-Nahl. To identify and mitigate spurious
accounts of revelation, this study adopts a methodology of content criticism
anchored in cross-referencing Hadith with the Quran. The main goal is to distinguish
between authentic and inauthentic traditions within the sources of both Shia and
Sunni schools by identifying causes that either align with or contradict Quranic
principles. Consequently, this study seeks to eliminate interpretive barriers to
uncover the authentic context and meaning of the verses. The research follows a
descriptive-analytical method with a critical approach. Findings suggest that Sunni
sources present three categories of Asbab al-Nuzul for these verses: Allegiance to
the Prophet (PBUH) upon embracing Islam; pre-Islamic (Jahiliyyah) pacts; and the
tradition of Sa‘idah al-Asadiyah. Upon cross-referencing with the Quran, all three

categories prove to be invalid due to various inconsistencies—such as conflicts with
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the concluding segment of verses 92 and 94, and the theological impropriety of
designating a pagan Jahiliyyah pact as “the Covenant of Allah.” In contrast, Shia
traditions identify the arrogant refusal of the Wilayah of Amir al-Mu’minin (AS) as
the sole occasion of revelation. This interpretation matches the Quranic text and is
devoid of the aforementioned inconsistencies. The validation of the Wilayah of
Amir al-Mu’minin (AS), through the logical implication of this specific context,

stands as a significant outcome of identifying the correct occasion of revelation.

Keywords: Asbab al-Nuzul Traditions, Cross-referencing with the Quran, Quranic
Concordance and Discordance, Wilayah of Amir al-Mu’minin (AS), Surah Al-Nahl
Verses 91-92.

Introduction

Personal and political agendas have driven a proliferation of fabrication and
distortion, particularly within traditions concerning the Asbab al-Nuzul of the verses
of Wilayah. A primary consequence of these spurious narrations is the obfuscation
of the historical reality surrounding these verses, which subsequently compromises
the integrity of research aimed at identifying the true religious path. Consequently,
the prerequisite for utilizing any tradition is the verification of its authenticity and
probative force. While the analysis of the chain of transmission (Sanad) holds its
own significance, this study focuses on textual criticism, evaluating the authenticity
of the traditions through the methodology of “cross-referencing with the Quran.”
According to Shia sources, the occasions of revelation for verses 91-94 of Surah
Al-Nahl signify the condemnation of those who displayed an arrogant refusal to
accept the Wilayah of Amir al-Mu’minin (AS) and leveled accusations against the
Prophet (PBUH). By logical implication, these verses therefore establish the
Wilayah of Amir al-Mu’minin (AS). In contrast, Sunni sources present three
different occasions of revelation for verses 91-92. Given the superficial resemblance
between traditions of “General Application” (Jary wa Tatbiq) and traditions of
occasions of revelation, it is imperative to distinguish between the two and rule out
the possibility of the former. The context derived from these traditions is subjected
to the process of cross-referencing with the Quran, using concordance or
discordance with the text as the criterion for authenticity. The ultimate objective of
this validation process is to expose fabricated contexts and to purify the research

environment for the pursuit of the true faith.



259 Abstract

Materials and Methods

This study is structured around a descriptive-analytical methodology, adopting a
critical approach to examine verses 91-92 of Surah Al-Nahl and their corresponding
Asbab al-Nuzul. A comprehensive library research method was employed to
aggregate the occasions of revelation cited by both Shia and Sunni schools and to
compile novel data from exegetical and traditional corpora. Upon data collection, the
specific occasion of revelation and its supporting traditions undergo a three-stage
validation process based on the method of “Cross-Referencing with the Quran”:

1. Textual Integration: The verse is first reconstructed in light of the data derived
from the Asbab al-Nuzul traditions. Explanatory terms found in these
traditions—accounting for all probabilistic meanings—are interpolated into
their respective positions within the Quranic text.

2. Analytical Synthesis: Following a translation of the verse that reflects the
interpolations from Stage 1, the resulting content is critically analyzed. This
analysis is further bolstered by cross-referencing other Quranic verses and

relevant contextual evidence.

3. Evaluative Conclusion: The validity or invalidity of the occasion of revelation,
as determined by the preceding analysis, is presented alongside a concise
rationale for the verdict.

Discussion and Results

Research into the corpora of both Shia and Sunni schools identifies four distinct
categories of traditions regarding the Asbab al-Nuzul for verses 91-92 of Surah Al-
Nahl. The contexts derived from these narratives are categorized and evaluated
as follows:

- The Pledge of Allegiance to the Prophet (PBUH) on Islam: This narrative fails
to align with the concluding segment of verse 92, despite the semantic
continuity between verses 91 and 92. Furthermore, its classification as a
historical “occasion of revelation” cannot be authenticated due to the high
probability that it represents a later “Interpretive Application” (Ijtihad wa
Tatbiq) or, at minimum, a “General Application” (Jary wa Tatbiq) rather than
the specific original context.

- The Pact during Jahiliyyah: These traditions also fail verification as genuine

occasions of revelation. Theologically, designating a pagan Jahiliyyah pact as
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the “Covenant of Allah” (Ahd-Allah) is unsound. Additionally, despite the
contextual accord with verse 94, these narratives are incongruent with the

verse’s content.

- The Tradition of Sa‘idah al-Asadiyah: While these traditions technically meet
the criteria for an occasion of revelation—and are not mere “applications”™—
they fail to correspond with the core objective of verse 92, which is the
prohibition of mutual treachery, corruption, and the violation of oaths. These
reports address only the opening metaphor of the verse while purporting to

explain the verse in its entirety.

- The Arrogant Refusal of the Wilayah of Amir al-Mu’minin (AS): This category
of traditions withstands critical scrutiny and remains free of the defects found
in the others.

These findings demonstrate that the fourth category constitutes the authentic

occasion of revelation for these verses.

Conclusion

This study concludes that all Asbab al-Nuzul traditions cited in Sunni sources for
verses 91-92 are invalid due to their internal inconsistency and contradiction with the
Quranic text. The evidence suggests these are fabricated traditions designed to divert
the audience from the correct exegesis and to conceal the authentic historical
context—essentially, fabricating a pretext to suppress the context. Conversely, the
traditions identifying the fourth cause are verified as specific occasions of revelation—
precluding the possibility of mere application—and demonstrate complete
concordance with the Quran, remaining immune to the aforementioned criticisms. The
tradition describing the arrogant refusal to accept the Wilayah of Amir al-Mu’minin
(AS) serves as a validation of his authority via logical implication.
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