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Examining the Implication of the Hadith ""La Yuhibbuka llla
Mu’min Wa La Yabghuduka Illa Munafig™ on the Imamate
of Amir al-Mu'minin Ali and the Rejection of Abu Bakr’s
Caliphate Based on Sunni Sources

Omid Shirini”

Abstract

The discussion of Imamate and Caliphate after the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is
among the most significant and controversial issues in Islamic history, constantly
attracting the attention of scholars and theologians from both Sunni and Shia
traditions. One of the most important textual evidences in this regard is the noble
hadith: “None loves you except a believer, and none hates you except a hypocrite.”
In this narration, Imam Ali is introduced as a criterion for distinguishing between
faith and hypocrisy, which clearly indicates his superiority and unique position.
However, in the post-Prophetic events such as Sagifah, this status was disregarded.
Therefore, the main question of the present study is to demonstrate, based on the
aforementioned hadith, that the immediate Imamate of Imam Ali was the only
option approved by the Prophet, and that the Caliphate of Abu Bakr stands in direct
contradiction to this Prophetic criterion. The necessity of this research lies in the fact
that the hadith under discussion has been transmitted in various Sunni sources and
plays a pivotal role in affirming the legitimacy of Imam Ali while rejecting the
Caliphate of Abu Bakr. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and adopting a
hadith-historical approach, this study investigates the hadith “None loves you except
a believer, and none hates you except a hypocrite” in Sunni sources, and by relying
on narrations, historical reports, and statements of their eminent scholars, it
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establishes the Imamate of Imam Ali and refutes Abu Bakr’s Caliphate. The findings
reveal that this hadith provides definitive evidence for the superiority and Imamate
of Imam Ali, while Abu Bakr’s conduct reflects a manifest expression of hatred and
hypocrisy toward the Imam.

Keywords: “None loves you except a believer, and none hates you except a
hypocrite”, Imamate, Superiority, Imam Ali, Abu Bakr.

Introduction

Among theological doctrines, the discussions on Imamate hold exceptional
significance, and have always been a matter of debate and disagreement. Some have
considered the immediate succession to the Prophet (PBUH) to be the right of Imam
Ali, while others have claimed the Caliphate of Abu Bakr. The proponents of Imam
Ali’s Imamate have relied on both rational and transmitted proofs to establish his
legitimacy. Among the transmitted proofs, narrations centered on faith, disbelief,
and hypocrisy—in other words, love and hatred—occupy a distinguished position, to
the extent that they can be used to affirm the Imamate of Imam Ali. One such
narration is the statement of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) addressed to Imam Ali:
“None loves you except a believer, and none hates you except a hypocrite,” which
signifies the Imamate of the Imam.

The necessity of this study lies in the fact that it strengthens the foundation of
legitimacy for the Imamate of Imam Ali and challenges the claim of Abu Bakr’s
Caliphate. The hadith “None loves you except a believer, and none hates you except
a hypocrite” has been transmitted in numerous sources; however, no independent
thesis, article, or website has specifically investigated the doctrinal implications of
this noble Prophetic tradition. Only some scholars and researchers have briefly
referred to it within their broader discussions. Al-Allamah al-Amini states: “If there
is any hadith that is mutawatir (mass-transmitted) with absolute certainty of its
issuance from the source of Prophethood, it is this hadith” (al-Amini, 1416 AH, vol.
3, p. 265). Similarly, the late al-Tabrisi in I'lam al-Wara after citing several
narrations, including this noble hadith, explicitly asserts: “These reports indicate the
Imamate of Imam Ali and clarify that he is the most deserving individual for
leadership and succession” (al-Tabrist, 1417 AH, vol. 1, p. 321).
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Materials & Methods

This study adopts a comprehensive descriptive-analytical method with a hadith-
historical approach, relying on Sunni sources to examine the implications of the
aforementioned hadith in affirming the immediate Imamate of Imam Ali and
refuting the Caliphate of Abu Bakr.

Discussion & Results

The noble hadith “None loves you except a believer, and none hates you except a
hypocrite” has been narrated by a large number of eminent Sunni scholars
throughout different centuries. For this reason, it is regarded among Sunnis as
mutawatir (mass-transmitted), possessing a high degree of authenticity, with many
of their authorities affirming its soundness. This hadith clearly indicates the
superiority of Imam Ali and, consequently, his Imamate while negating the
Caliphate of Abu Bakr. The reason is that Imam Ali, as highlighted in this hadith,
due to his unique qualities and virtues which others lacked, was made by the Prophet
(PBUH) the criterion for distinguishing true faith from hypocrisy and was declared
the most beloved believer to the Messenger of God. This love is emphasized in
connection with religious matters. It follows, therefore, that whoever possesses
greater virtue and a higher rank in faith and Islam is more deserving of leadership
and succession after the Prophet (PBUH), which is the loftiest station in religion
after Prophethood. This privilege is exclusive to Imam Ali. According to lbn
Taymiyyah’s principle, such exclusivity itself constitutes superiority, and superiority
necessarily entails Imamate.

Historical evidence further demonstrates that Abu Bakr showed hostility toward
Imam Ali, disregarded his rights, and even spoke against him. Based on this noble
hadith, such behavior is an explicit manifestation of hypocrisy, thereby disqualifying
Abu Bakr from the succession of the Messenger of God.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the hadith “None loves you except a believer, and none
hates you except a hypocrite” provides definitive evidence for the immediate
Imamate of Imam Ali and the superiority of his rank in faith and virtue. By
examining Sunni sources and historical reports, the research confirms that Imam Ali
was uniquely designated by the Prophet (PBUH) as the criterion for distinguishing
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true believers from hypocrites, making him the most deserving of leadership after
the Prophet. Conversely, historical evidence of Abu Bakr’s hostility toward Imam
Ali demonstrates that he did not meet this Prophetic criterion, thereby challenging
the legitimacy of his Caliphate. These findings highlight the crucial role of
transmitted narrations in affirming the rightful leadership in early Islam and
underscore the unparalleled status of Imam Ali.
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