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Abstract

The concepts of fortune (jadd), luck (hazz), and prosperity (igbal) frequently appear
in Nahj al-Balagha, occasionally suggesting a predestinarian worldview. For
instance, Imam Ali (AS) advises associating with those “upon whom sustenance has
turned” and notes that “your flaw remains hidden as long as your fortune smiles
upon you.” Such expressions have led some commentators to interpret fortune as an
arbitrary, causeless force that favors certain individuals indiscriminately.
Conversely, another group of scholars insists that no phenomenon occurs without
underlying causes—apparent randomness being merely a reflection of human
ignorance of complex causal chains. This study critically examines Imam Ali’s (AS)
statements in Nahj al-Balagha through a descriptive-analytical method, drawing
upon classical and contemporary commentaries. The findings indicate that while
pre-Islamic thought often viewed fortune as capricious and uncaused, the Qur’an
and the teachings of Imam Ali (AS) reject pure chance in favor of a coherent causal
framework that upholds both Divine will and human agency. Imam Ali consistently
emphasizes effort, knowledge, piety, sincerity, and righteous action as practical
means to attain sustenance and prosperity—thereby framing “fortune” not as blind

luck but as the outcome of divinely guided causes and conscious human choice. The
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research confirms that in the Imami worldview, destiny operates through intelligible

causes, and no event—however unexpected—is truly accidental.

Keywords: Imam Ali (AS), Nahj al-Balagha, fortune, luck, prosperity, sustenance,
destiny.

Introduction

This study investigates the concepts of fortune (jadd), luck (hazz), and prosperity
(igbal) in Nah;j al-Balagha, addressing the apparent tension between divine destiny
and human agency. While certain expressions attributed to Imam Ali (AS) seem to
invoke predestinarian or fortuitous elements—such as “fortune conceals one’s
flaws”—a deeper examination reveals a coherent causal framework aligned with
Qur’anic teachings.

Theoretical framework The research engages with the principle of universal
causality (al-‘illiyya al-‘amma), critically distinguishing between ‘illa dhatiyya
(intrinsic cause) and ‘illa ‘aradiyya (accidental concomitant). It contrasts pre-Islamic
fatalistic interpretations—where fortune is viewed as capricious and uncaused—with
the Imami theological stance, which rejects blind chance and affirms that apparent
randomness stems from hidden layers of intelligible causes, including ethical,

spiritual, and social factors.

Materials & Methods

Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the study conducts a close reading of
relevant passages in Nahj al-Balagha, supported by classical and contemporary
commentaries (e.g., Ibn Maytham al-Bahrani, al-Majlisi, Mirjalili, and Makarim
Shirazi). Primary texts are cross-referenced with Qur’anic verses on sustenance
(rizq), destiny, and divine will, while secondary sources provide philosophical and
historical context.

Discussion & Results

The analysis demonstrates that Imam Ali (AS) consistently links prosperity to
conscious human effort and moral disposition: knowledge, piety, honesty, charity,
and righteous companionship function as efficient causes of divine grace and
material abundance. Notably, the advice to “partner with one upon whom sustenance
has turned” refers not to mystical luck, but to collaboration with the knowledgeable,

experienced, and ethically upright—those whose causal preparedness invites divine
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facilitation. The concealment of flaws “while fortune smiles” is interpreted as the
social and spiritual benefit resulting from righteous conduct—not arbitrary favor.
The study refutes superstitious notions of jadd as an occult force and instead affirms

it as the outcome of lawful causal processes under divine governance.

Conclusion

Imam Ali’s worldview presents a balanced synthesis of divine will and human
freedom: destiny operates through causes, not despite them. True prosperity arises
neither from passive reliance on chance nor from pure self-sufficiency, but from
synergistic alignment of effort, ethics, and trust in God. This perspective offers a
robust theological alternative to both fatalism and unbridled individualism.
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