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Abstract

The Government of Ali (AS) has Always Been the Target of Seditions.
Undoubtedly, the Method of Imam Ali's (AS) Confrontation with Seditionists is an
Important and Imitable Issue. Therefore, the Present Study, Focusing on Examining
the Collection of the Commander of the Faithful's (AS) Statements During the First
Political-Social Upheaval in His Government, Namely the "Sedition of the Camel,"
and Using the Systematic Method of "Thematic Analysis," Seeks to Provide a
Comprehensive Model for Effective and Ethical Confrontation with Seditionists. In
This Regard, 54 Narrations Were Identified. Following the Analysis of These
Narrations in Excel Tables, 1002 Basic Themes, 20 Organizing Themes, and 4
Comprehensive Themes Were Discovered Respectively. Among the Most Frequent
Comprehensive Themes is the Theme of "The Imam's Approach of Ethical
Education Towards Seditionists," Which Includes the Key Themes of "Educating
and Guiding Seditionists," "Reforming the Religious and Ideological Perspective of
Seditionists," "Tolerance Towards Seditionists," and "Cursing and Reproaching

Seditionists." These Components Indicate the Imam's Special Attention to Guiding
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and Educating the Leaders of the Sedition and His Effort to Present Conclusive
Arguments to Them to Avoid Causing Sedition Within the Islamic Community.
Consequently, He Emphasizes the Necessity of Observing Ethics in the Battlefield
Against Seditionists and Declaring Amnesty Towards Them. However, the Imam's
Primary Concern is the Education and Guidance of the General Muslim Public and
Protecting the Islamic Society from Being Afflicted by Seditions.

Keywords: Conduct of Imam Ali (AS), Strategic Measures, Ethical Education,

Seditionists, Thematic Analysis.

Introduction

By studying the history of Alavid government,it is observed that the Commander of
the Faithful (AS), during that short period, faced extensive political crises, including
the three pervasive seditions of the Nakithin (the Oath-Breakers), the Qasitin (the
Wrongdoers), and the Mariqin (the Deviators). Therefore, one of His most
significant concerns was always the spread of such pervasive seditions within the
Islamic society, as they could threaten the unity and cohesion of the Islamic
community by creating religious turmoil and anxiety, and lead the general Muslim
public astray from the path of adherence to guardianship (Wilayah), orienting them
towards covenant-breaking and expressing opposition to the Islamic government.
Consequently, the Imam exerted utmost effort to prevent, confront, and suppress
these seditions, and more importantly, to guide the general public and to reform and
ethically educate the leaders of the sedition. In fact, the Commander of the Faithful
(AS), in facing the seditionists, especially the leaders of the Sedition of the Camel,
emphasized the discourse of "ethical education" and their reform and guidance more
than other political and military approaches.

Materials and Methods

Since the"Thematic Analysis" method is a flexible and useful research tool for
analyzing a large volume of complex and detailed data, it can be used as the most
efficient method in the present study to conduct a precise examination and
systematic analysis of the large volume of historical narrations from the Commander
of the Faithful (AS) during the Sedition of the Camel.

Indeed,"Thematic Analysis" is a method for identifying, analyzing, and reporting

patterns within qualitative data; meaning it is a process for analyzing textual data
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that transforms scattered and diverse data into rich and detailed data. Based on a
systematic procedure, themes are identified, categorized, and analyzed at three
levels: 1) Basic or Core Themes: the key codes and points present in the text; 2)
Organizing Themes: categories derived from combining and summarizing the basic
themes; 3) Comprehensive Themes: overarching themes encompassing the
governing principles of the text as a whole.

Therefore, first, by investigating reliable historical and narrative sources, all
narrations issued by Imam Ali (AS) during the Sedition of the Camel were
meticulously identified, and in total, 54 narrations in the form of sermons, letters,
and dialogues were extracted. After systematically studying these narrations, their
content was broken down based on the unit of "theme" and distributed in Excel
tables. After completing the tables, through several stages of study, revision, and
consolidation of similar themes, 1002 basic themes were extracted. Subsequently,
from the combination and summarization of these basic themes, 20 organizing
themes were created. Again, following the categorization of the organizing themes,

4 comprehensive themes were identified.

Discussion and Results

One of the most challenging events in the history of Alavid government is the
outbreak of pervasive seditions and political-social upheavals.Among these, the
"Sedition of the Camel" occurred in the early years of His rule. Accordingly, one
of the central and significant subjects in studying the conduct of the Commander
of the Faithful (AS) is the issue of "the Imam's method of educational performance
and ethical demeanor in dealing with seditionists," which can be imitated with a
focus on the "Sedition of the Camel." This is because, among the themes of His

nn

statements, key themes such as "educating and guiding seditionists," "reforming
the religious and ideological perspective of seditionists," "tolerance towards
seditionists," and "reprimanding and reproaching seditionists" have considerable
frequency. This indicates the Imam's commitment to the "educational discourse"

in confronting seditionists.

Conclusion

The key outcomes of analyzing the discourse of the Commander of the Faithful(AS)
during the Sedition of the Camel are as follows:
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1. Imam Ali (AS), unlike other rulers and political leaders, prioritized the
guidance, reform, and ethical education of seditionists over waging war,

suppressing them, or arresting and punishing them.

2. He exerted all His efforts towards guiding and re-inviting the leaders of the
sedition, and even on the verge of the Battle of the Camel, He continuously

sought to correspond, negotiate, and present conclusive arguments to them.

3. From the perspective of the Commander of the Faithful (AS), guiding and
educating the general Muslim public is a matter of great importance.
Therefore, during the Sedition of the Camel, He never neglected this matter

and always paid attention to it through delivering enlightening sermons.

4. When compelled to issue warnings, reproaches, or curses against the leaders
of the sedition, the Imam always observed fairness, explicitly stating the
reasons for His dissatisfaction with their actions. He emphasized instances of
their violations, such as covenant-breaking, opposing the rightful government,

instigating sedition and war, and depriving the Islamic society of peace.
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