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Abstract

The Qasi'a sermon from Nahj al-Balagha is a discursive text delivered in Kufa after
the Battle of Nahrawan (38 AH), engaging in opposition to rival Shi'i discourses
(Ahl al-Saqifa, Shami, and Kharijite) to establish the hegemony of the Alid
discourse. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and Norman
Fairclough's critical discourse analysis framework to investigate the structures of
power and ideology within the sermon. At the descriptive level, ideological
vocabulary such as "humility" (tawadu') and "arrogance" (takabbur), alongside
grammatical constructions and conceptual metaphors, legitimizes the Shi'i discourse
while associating rivals with deviation. At the interpretive level, Quranic references
and interdiscursive conflicts, drawing on the religious culture of Kufans, reinforce
Alid authority. At the explanatory level, by portraying opponents as followers of
arrogance and misguidance, the sermon restructures Kufa's social order and
institutionalizes Shi'i identity as a resistance against deviation. The findings
underscore the pivotal role of language in producing power, redefining social

identities, and consolidating hegemony within Kufa's historical-social context. This
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research highlights the significance of discourse analysis in understanding religious

texts and their impact on social transformations.

Keywords: Nah;j al-Balagha, Qasi'a sermon, critical discourse analysis, Fairclough,

power, ideology.

Introduction

Language, as a medium for social interactions, serves not merely as a tool for
conveying meaning but as a social action that plays a role in producing, reproducing,
and transforming power relations and ideology. Discourse analysis, by examining
linguistic patterns in texts and their relationship with the social context, reveals this
role. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is an approach that, beyond linguistic
analysis, uncovers the hidden infrastructures of power in texts and demonstrates how
discourses shape social identities, hegemony, and power relations. Norman Fairclough,
by presenting a three-level framework of description (linguistic features),
interpretation (intertextual and contextual relations), and explanation (reproduction of
social structures), considers discourse as a social practice that operates in interaction
with the discursive order (the set of accepted discourses in a society).

Van Dijk, emphasizing the role of language in ideological representation, argues
that discourses reconstruct the mental structures of audiences and consolidate power
relations. Laclau and Mouffe, through the concept of hegemony, show that
discourses establish their dominance over rival discourses through semantic
oppositions (such as truth/falsehood). The Qasi'a sermon is an oratorical text
delivered in Kufa after the Battle of Nahrawan (38 AH) by Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) to consolidate the hegemony of the Shi'i discourse against rival discourses
(Shami, Ahl al-Saqifa, and Kharijite). This sermon, by utilizing the Islamic
discursive order and Quranic references, represented the Alid identity as the
representative of truth and rejected opponents within the framework of the false
(Satanic) discourse.

The historical context of Kufa, with tribal doubts after Nahrawan and the
dominance-seeking of the Shami discourse under Mu'awiya's leadership,
transformed the sermon into a tool for reconstructing social unity and strengthening
Alid authority. Mu'awiya, by sending letters and gifts, attracted some tribal leaders
in Kufa, and Shamt propaganda accused the Caliph of weakness. The Qasi'a sermon,
using linguistic strategies, targeted these challenges and redefined the social order in

favor of the Shi'i discourse.
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Materials and Methods

This research employs Fairclough's critical discourse analysis framework to analyze
the Qasi'a sermon (Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon 192) within the Islamic discursive
order. Fairclough considers three levels of analysis corresponding to three layers of
discourse: text, interaction, and social context—namely, description, interpretation,
and explanation. Fairclough regards the linguistic description of the text as the first
step toward deeper understanding and a prerequisite for interpretation. Traditional
commentaries on Nahj al-Balagha are used as historical evidence, not as the basis of
argumentation. These commentaries are reinterpreted with a new reading within
Fairclough's framework to represent their traditional meanings in the context of
reproducing political structures and discursive confrontation.

The analysis proceeds through three levels:

1. Description Level: This level examines the linguistic features of the text,
including vocabulary analysis, grammatical structures, and interactional
conventions. The analysis of conceptual metaphors, based on Lakoff and
Johnson's framework and Van Dijk's perspective, is highlighted at this level.

2. Interpretation Level: This level investigates the relationship between the text
and the discursive order and situational context, analyzing intertextuality,

discursive context, the role of Kufan audiences, and discursive interaction.

3. Explanation Level: This level examines the role of discourse in reproducing or
transforming social structures and power relations, analyzing the reproduction
of social structures, the consolidation of Shi'i hegemony, and the long-term

impacts of the sermon.

Discussion and Results

Description Level

At the description level, the Qasi'a sermon utilized vocabulary and grammatical
structures to tangibly represent the opposition between truth and falsehood. Words
such as "humility" (tawadu') and "arrogance" (takabbur) formed two contrasting

micro-discourses that categorized social identities along the axis of truth and

falsehood. In the phrase " O ¢3 f\_..v.L:j L&)@\ g) ;LJ._Q\ g) i,,J| /u"‘J L;/.U’\ f\.UiLqéJ‘

osle u—”’ Lo 1250 u:" Ji.’a P J:‘;' g ...f\éi;'-"/(Praise be to God who clothed
Himself with glory and majesty and chose them for Himself, excluding His

creation... and placed the curse upon whoever disputes with Him regarding them
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among His servants), the word "”wj" (clothed) depicts glory and majesty as a
garment, attributing this garment exclusively to God and presenting any claim in this
matter as unforgivable. The metaphor (glory/majesty = divine robe) restricts
sovereignty to God and introduces rebellion and arrogance as a Satanic deviation.

The Quranic verse reference " ... Lol u"’ \J;J i,J};— J/\ &UA.U Lif’) Ji ;\ g
j.&:.wl.é" (And when your Lord said fo the angels: I am going fo create a mortal from
clay... but he was arrogant) (Al-Hijr: 28) attributes arrogance to Iblis (Satan) and
places the opponents of Ali in this chain. The Shami discourse, using tribal
vocabulary such as "blood revenge," "tribal pride," and "unity of the umma,"
attempted to legitimize Mu'awiya. The Kharijite discourse, with the slogan "la
hukma illa lillah" (no judgment except God's), used radical religious vocabulary.
The Ahl al-Saqifa discourse restricted governance to the result of the vote of the
elite class.

The vocabulary "2.;.;" (tribal zeal) and " 4..*.4;" (tribalism) in " :\_;;J\ MJ.:.CJ
41_.,913/ 4_J.9 g_,\_:,a_;u// g) 4_5.L>u %;T ‘_5_1.% }Jsl_e" (tribal zeal intercepted him, so he
boasted over Adam regarding his creation and showed tribalism against him
regarding his origin) links to rival discourses, especially Shami and Kharijite, who
dispute with God in the robe of sovereignty. In contrast, the phrase " | )Tl_?ﬁ\ g)
03 )_fé- 3 ) (33’3_9 u-:“ g v:(:.; FA ”éb\”f:ﬂ" (And take humility as armor
between you and your enemy Iblis and his soldiers), through the conceptual
metaphor "humility = weapon," introduces obedience to the Caliph as a faithful
action against misguidance and calls the opponents of the Caliph soldiers of Iblis.
This opposition creates the equivalence chain "truth = humility = Alid, falsehood =
arrogance = rivals," which strengthens Shi'i hegemony.

Grammatical structures in the sermon convey ideological meanings implicitly.
For example, following the attribution of sovereignty to God Almighty, an active
structure is produced: "Jﬂ'\_ﬁ\ Cu t\;— g ;J-.;;j\ U ’@;\ g ajoJ\ Ay 2l ’@Lﬁ"
(He disputed with God over the robe of compulsion, donned the garment of glory,
and removed the veil of humility), where the p%st ti:nse verb "’@L_f" (disputed) with
the subject " .. L3|" (Iblis) and the object "i >J! %13 ," (the robe of compulsion)
expresses Iblis's conflict with God over sove}eiénty and presents non-submission in

this matter as reprehensible.

Interpretation Level
At the interpretation level, the sermon, through connection to Quranic texts,

especially verses from Sirat al-Hijr, consolidated its legitimacy within the Islamic
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discursive order. These intertextual references, relying on the religious culture of
Kufans, made the sermon's meanings tangible for the audience. The direct reference
to verse 28 of Surat al-Hijr links the Shi'i discourse to the Quranic reference text.
This reference represents arrogance as a Satanic attribute and places the opponents
of Ali in the chain of the arrogant/misguided. The conceptual metaphor "arrogance =
Satanic deviation" guides the audience's mentality to judge against rival discourses.
The Shami discourse, relying on tribal values such as tribalism and tribal zeal,
sought to create mental schemas for audiences. The Qasi'a sermon, with implicit
Eefercjnce to the Quran, such as " ;N\/,_ﬂ\ U5 Ll;.o‘i bfn@-n WS (':J“p (,:(j P
LI3>1" (And know that you have become Bedouins after migration and factions after
alliance), rejects the values of the Shami discourse. The Ahl al-Saqifa discourse,
citing the tradition of the predecessors, derived its legitimacy from the consensus of
the Companions. The Qasi'a sermon, with implicit reference to verse 33 of al-Ahzab,
"Ul,_.f...ﬁ\ G ji.pi.e A f}’) Gl Lab L:l L;) | Jj 55" (And they will say: Our Lord, we
obeyed our masters and our great ones, and they led us astray from the way), in the
phrase ", g u—" \j;_f;<5 J:”J._H ("}{“J‘g g °(,.ﬂ§3,\’:l_:ﬂ FAIR u"’ gRra ENTEIH Ui
(Beware, beware of obeying your masters and your great ones who were arrogant

beyond their lineage), places this discourse on the side of falsehood.

Explanation Level

At the explanation level, the Qasi'a sermon reproduced Kufa's social structures
around the values of humility and obedience, consolidating the hegemony of the Shi'i
discourse. By representing opponents as followers of arrogance and misguidance, the
sermon excluded rivals from the legitimate social order and introduced Alid authority
as the center of unity. The long-term impacts of the sermon extended beyond Kufa,
institutionalizing Shi'i identity as resistance against injustice and deviation. This
identity was reflected in subsequent uprisings, such as the uprising of Mukhtar and
Zayd ibn Ali, demonstrating that the sermon was not only a response to immediate
crises but also a foundation for a religious-social movement.

The sermon can be considered the "political manifesto" of the Imamiyya, as by
schematizing the system of divine caliphate and drawing the boundary between faith
and arrogance, it established a specific conceptual framework around the axis of
"imama" (leadership). This sermon transformed language into a tool for
reconstructing spiritual power and, by referring to the story of Iblis's refusal to

prostrate, elevated the political dispute over the caliphate to a sacred level: not
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accepting divine guardianship is not merely opposition to an individual but a

repetition of Satan's rebellion against God's command.

Conclusion

This study, utilizing the critical discourse analysis framework, examined the Qasi'a
sermon as an oratorical text in Kufa after the Battle of Nahrawan to demonstrate how
this sermon reconstructed the social order and consolidated the hegemony of the Shi'i
discourse against rival discourses. Analysis at the three levels of description,
interpretation, and explanation showed that the sermon, using linguistic tools, Quranic
references, and discursive conventions, not only revived Kufa's unity but also
institutionalized Shi'i identity as resistance against political and ideological deviations.

At the description level, the sermon utilized vocabulary and grammatical
structures to tangibly represent the opposition between truth and falsehood. At the
interpretation level, the sermon, through connection to Quranic texts, consolidated
its legitimacy within the Islamic discursive order. At the explanation level, the
sermon reproduced Kufa's social structures around the values of humility and
obedience and consolidated the hegemony of the Shi'i discourse. Overall, the Qasi'a
sermon, as a text delivered at a historical juncture in Kufa, not only managed a
social crisis but also laid a foundation for Shi'i identity that remained influential for
centuries. This study demonstrated that language, beyond being a tool for
communication, is a social action that can reconstruct orders, shape identities, and

transform history.
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