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Abstract

Cultural semiotics, in its simplest terms, is not a type of research or exploration into
culture, but rather a study of its hidden systems and intricate and complex issues. In
cultural semiotics, culture is presented as a macro-sign system; therefore, this type
of analysis is an activity that attempts to explain cultural actions in their social and
individual aspects. On the other hand, human understanding of existence is an
understanding that is programmed by culture and through linguistic and non-
linguistic signifying systems. These systems shape human social activities and
actions. Hence, culture is a system that includes natural and artificial languages, arts,
religions, rituals, etc. The words of Imam Ali (AS), which are collected in the noble
book Nahjul-Balagha, have all these characteristics. Accordingly, the present study
aims to examine the issue of sign, which plays a very important role in the
intellectual communication between the speaker and the audience, from the aspect of
cultural function in the Imam's aphorisms. To achieve this, an analytical-descriptive
method has been used. The findings of the study indicate that in order to understand
the Imam's words in the cultural dimension of signs, it is necessary to use thought
and activate memory on the part of the recipient in order to discover their content.

Open cultural signs are more extensive and flexible compared to closed spaces;
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because the Imam did not limit these texts to a specific era, but rather the
implications of these texts have spread throughout different eras. Therefore, these

signs are limited only in specific cases.

Keywords: Imam Ali (AS), Nahjul-Balagha, Semiology, Cultural Function.

Introduction

The more evolved a human being becomes, the broader the concept of culture
becomes, because a human being is a cultural being who is distinguished by the
characteristic of rationality and by his presence in various cognitive fields. The
process of becoming human (humanity) has evolved from genetic adaptation to the
natural environment to cultural adaptation from the past to the present. Culture is
able to integrate diverse and different human phenomena, whether in the context of
time or space. Culture is a system and structure of sign systems, regardless of
whether these systems are linguistic, objective (objects), goods, ideas, values,
emotions or symbols. Culture is the way in which these systems are analyzed in
specific historical and anthropological conditions and, in a dynamic movement, give
objective knowledge to the next. The cultural functional dimension of the sign is
based on the principle that culture is one of the subjects of communication and
semantic systems. Hence, culture is a mechanism that transforms disorder into order
and, at the same time, a set of sign systems that interact between the past and the

present, as well as between different cultures.

Materials & methods

The present study aims to examine the issue of signs, which play a very important
role in the intellectual communication between the speaker and the audience, from
the aspect of cultural function in the Imam's aphorisms. To achieve this, an
analytical-descriptive method has been used. The findings of the study indicate that
in order to understand the Imam's words in the cultural dimension of signs, it is
necessary to use thought and activate memory on the part of the recipient in order to

be able to discover their content.

Discussion & Result

In cultural studies, semiotics has a special place in the analysis of signifying
behaviors and actions. In addition to the apparent and superstructured meaning,

semiotics can also discover complex, underlying, and so-called implicit meaning.
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This makes semiotics increasingly attractive to researchers in the field of cultural
studies, because they are always seeking to search for and discover the hidden and
deep-structured meanings of cultural phenomena and actions, along with their
apparent and superstructured meanings. Many researchers in the field of cultural
studies, such as Yuri Lotman and Vladimir Toporov in Russia, Umberto Eco in
Italy, and others, have accepted the cultural functional dimension of signs. From
their point of view, culture emerges when every function automatically becomes a
sign for that function. Umberto Eco believes that: Culture selects some phenomena
and gives them the role of signs, so that in appropriate circumstances they convey
meaning. Thus, culture is a communicative model of knowledge and human
interaction in the realm of signs. Saeed Alloush has also tried to link the sign with
culture and believes that the study of culture should be based on the assumption that
all cultural manifestations are systems of signs. So the basic concept of semiotics is
"text", but the text is not limited to the linguistic message, but anything that carries a
complete meaning, such as a ritual, a work of art or a ceremony, can be analyzed as
a cultural text. The cultural functional dimension of signs considers culture as a
dynamic system of significations through which meaning is constructed and
transmitted in social interactions. This perspective provides an analytical tool for
understanding how cultural concepts are formed and their role in organizing the

human world.

Conclusion

In cultural studies, the scope of work is much broader than written works, which is
what we usually deal with in literature; in general, cultural studies include the study
of various aspects of culture. Cultural semiotics tries to introduce culture and
cultural structures represented in cultural works and products so that all of these
have become a very important part of the cultural treasure of nations, a subject of
cultural research and study by researchers. Imam's aphorisms are among the
narrations and texts that encompass all forms and methods of study, including
modern criticism. These works are like a bubbling spring whose water never ends.
Perhaps anyone who studies the rhetoric and expressive methods of the Imam will
find it difficult to understand his intentions and recognize his intellectual views,
except through the study of interpretative and historical books related to these texts.
Because these are clearly different from other literary texts. The presence of legal

signs in the Imam's aphorisms is very striking due to the fusion of his thought with
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the divine law (which itself is a kind of legal code). These signs observe two basic
criteria: allegory and interpretation and commentary. The communicative function
of signs in the Imam's aphorisms is mainly based on argumentation, because
argumentation is the strongest tool for influencing and persuading the audience. The
Imam designed his argumentative method in a hierarchical manner (in terms of
effect and power) in order to achieve persuasion through dialogue with the audience.
Cultural signs in the Imam's wisdoms, compared to other areas, have a very high
scope and flexibility. Because the Imam did not limit these texts to a specific era and
time, but their meaning is extensive throughout the ages and periods. Only in a few
cases are these signs dependent on specific conditions, and this indicates his inner
state and hidden conscience.
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