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Abstract

One of the questions raised about the five-year rule of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) is
its achievements. Some writers, including Ibn Taymiyyah, have considered his caliphate
as the beginning of internal discord and division among Muslims, claiming that, in
comparison to the three preceding caliphs, it had no accomplishments. This descriptive-
analytical study, based on library sources, focuses solely on examining one of the
achievements of his rule—the enduring presence of Islam among Iranians. The findings
of this research indicate that one of the reasons for Iranians' aversion to the policies of
the late Sassanian era and the corrupted Zoroastrian religion was the discrimination
stemming from them. The continuation of the previous caliphs' policies, which
promoted Arab racial superiority over non-Arabs, led non-Arab ethnicities—particularly
Iranians—not only to withhold support for Islam but also to resist it. The policy
introduced by Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him), which rejected discrimination
between Arabs and non-Arabs in Islam (both in speech and practice), led Iranians to
perceive such discrimination not as inherent to Islam but as a personal stance of certain

caliphs, prompting them to oppose it. After Iranians gained influence over the caliphate
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and Iran emerged from Arab rule, they not only refrained from expelling Islam from

Iran but actively and enthusiastically propagated it.

Keywords: The administrative principles of Imam Ali (AS), The enduring presence of

Islam, Discrimination, Arabs and non-Arabs.

Introduction

The prolonged wars with heavy losses, the corruption of Zoroastrian clergy, and the
rigid class system led to widespread dissatisfaction among the Iranian people with the
Sassanian rule. This discontent resulted in their lack of defense against the invading
Arab Muslim forces (who brought a new religion advocating social justice), leading to
the rapid conquest of large parts of Iran (particularly during the caliphate of the second
caliph). The conquests of Syria and Iran under the first three caliphs and the outbreak of
civil wars during Imam Ali’s caliphate led some writers to portray his rule as the
beginning of internal discord and division among Muslims, claiming that—compared to
the previous three caliphs—it had no achievements. They attempt to diminish the
significance of his caliphate by comparing territorial expansions, portraying it as lacking
accomplishments for Muslims. However, while these critics loudly celebrate the
successes of the conquests, they overlook their destructive consequences. The conquests
carried repercussions that, if ignored, could have inflicted irreparable damage on Islam.
One such consequence was the racial discrimination against non-Arabs (‘Ajam) by
Arabs, which began during the second caliph’s reignand persisted afterward—a
discrimination that humiliated non-Arab ethnicitiesDespite this discrimination, we
witness immense contributions by Iranians to Islam. This raises the question: Why, after
fleeing the severe discrimination of the late Sassanian era and facing Arab-‘Ajam racial
discrimination from the second caliph’s time, did Islam not only flourish among
Iranians but also receive their greatest scholarly and missionary contributions? To
answer this question, this study first examines the discrimination in the late Sassanian
period, then the post-conquest discrimination imposed on Iranians, and finally, the
measures taken by Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) to eliminate discrimination

and foster Iranians’ love for Islam.

Materials and Methods

This research is descriptive-analytical in nature and has been conducted based on

library sources.
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Discussion and Results

The people of Iran faced class discrimination during the Sassanian era and experienced
racial discrimination during the rule of the first three caliphs. Imam Ali (A.S.), both
during the caliphates of his predecessors (by offering wise counsel) and during his own
five-year rule, implemented policies that reduced these forms of discrimination. As a
result, the Iranian people came to view the discrimination they had endured not as an
Islamic religious policy but as the personal preferences of certain rulers, leading them to
wholeheartedly serve the religion of Islam. Some of these policies include:

1. Strategies to Preserve the Dignity and Freedom of Iranian Captives
. The Issue of Tribute (Kharaj) and Slavery
. Prohibition of Self-Degradation

. Appointing Non-Arabs (Mawali) to Key Positions

. Encouraging Iranians to Engage in Trade (to Break Free from Arab Dominance)

2
3
4
5. Eliminating Discrimination in the Distribution of Public Funds (Bayt al-Mal)
6
7. Equality in the Implementation of Penal Laws

8

. Facilitating Non-Arabs' Access to the Quran and Related Studies by Teaching

Arabic Grammar (Nahw).

Conclusion

Contrary to the pessimistic portrayal by figures like Ibn Taymiyyah regarding the
governance of Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him), the Imam assumed leadership at
a time when the Muslim community was facing numerous challenges—including the
consequences of rapid conquests, religious innovations, economic and racial
discrimination, the spread of Isra'iliyyat (mythical narratives), and more—the
continuation of which would have eroded the very foundations of Islam. During his
nearly five-year rule. Imam Ali’s revived the true Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon
him) and presented the authentic face of Islam. All Muslims—especially new converts
and non-Arab communities—witnessed genuine Islamic governance in action,
characterized by justice, equal treatment of Arabs and non-Arabs, and integrity in
administration. They came to recognize that the corruption, innovations, and
discriminatory policies of previous rulers were not inherent to Islam but deviations from
it. One of the overlooked achievements of his rule was his just treatment of non-Arab

Muslims, particularly Iranians, who had suffered racial discrimination due to the
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misguided policies of some earlier caliphs. The continuation of such discrimination
would have inflicted irreparable harm on both Iranians and the spread of Islam. Imam
Ali’s not only intervened during the caliphate of the second caliph to prevent the
enslavement of countless Iranians—thereby preserving their dignity—but also took
decisive steps during his own caliphate to eliminate racial discrimination between Arabs
and non-Arabs. His policies not only solidified Islam’s presence among Iranians but
also inspired them to become major contributors to Islamic civilization, actively

spreading the faith to the eastern regions of Iran and beyond.
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