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Abstract

Children Didactic Literature is rooted in moral teachings of ancient literary texts and
utilizes various tools such as picture books for prosperity of young generation and
improving their behaviors. Maria Nikolajeva, the prominent Russian theorist, believes
in dynamism of the relationship between iconic and conventional signs. She asserts that
the interaction between these signs leads into new creations in the vast domain of
Children Literature. This study aims at analyzing the interplay of pictures with text in
Layeghi’s Nahj al-Balaghah for Children (2023) on the basis of Nikolajeva’s theory in
order to determine the role of these signs in refelcting Alavi’s Ethics. In this essay,
analysis of data is done through the method of descriptive and inferential statistics by
using SPSS25 software. The frequencies as well as the percentages of moral teaching
components and the relationship between text and pictures are determined through Chi-
square results. The findings reveal that the component of “Insights” has the higher
frequency as compared to the other moral aspects. As the relationship between pictures
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and texts is concerned, the “symmetrical” structure has the highest frequency as

compared with “completion”, “expansion” and “contrastive” ones. To conclude, the

« Assistant Professor of English Literature, Department of English Language and Literature, Payame Noor
University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author), M.H.Jahandideh@Pnu.ac.ir

« Assistant Professor of Islamic Sciences and Theology, Department of Quran and Nahj Albalagheh, Payame
Noor University, Tehran, Iran, hajian@pnu.ac.ir

Date received: 01/12/2024, Date of acceptance: 03/02/2025



Abstract 178

selected text needs to get revised for creating dynamic relationships between text and

pictures in the way of familiarizing the young generation with Alavi’s lifestyle.

Keywords: Child, Didactic Literature, Nahj al-Balaghah, Picture Book.

Introduction

Didactic literature is a kind of literature that “considers human’s prosperity as to be
depended on the improvement of his moral character. It focuses its efforts on
developing human spiritual powers and moral education” (Musharraf, 2010:9). The
picture books of Nahjul-Balagha contain valuable narrations from Imam Ali (AS) that
contain enlightening teachings and can be utilized as the beacons of light for children
and adolescents in today’s turbulent world. In such works, word images are combined
with each other in order to present exquisite and original paintings to their viewers.

Nahjul-Balagha is full of formal and content elements such as “different kinds of
similes, metaphors, allusions, irony, symbols, allusions, refutations, exaggerations, and
descriptions (which) play a significant role in the creation of these paintings” (Hassumi
et al., 2012:44). Didactic literature includes three sub-categories which are as follows:
ancient Iranian ethics (Pahlavi collection of texts), philosophical ethics (the works of
philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, and Ibn Miskuyah), and the Islamic ethics
(sources such as Holy Quran, Hadiths, and Nahjul al-Balagha) (ibid. 13). Didactic
literature encompasses a wide range of oral literature, classical texts, and children's
literature. Maria Nikolajeva, prominent theorist of children's literature, believes that "in
children's literature, we are faced with imbalance, inequality, and asymmetry between
children and adults, as manifested and evaluated in books written for young audiences"
(Nikolajeva, 2019:26). Referring to the studies of ‘Heterophenomenology’  that
challenge the institutionalized positions and structures of power, this Russian critic
states: “Just as a white writer cannot entirely side with black characters, and just as a
male writer cannot entirely side with female characters, so an adult writer cannot
entirely side with a child” (ibid.: 27). In Nikolajeva's view, children's literature is both
an artistic form and an educational tool. Relying on the social role of children literature
in socializing its readers, she rejects the overbearing imposition of didactic teachings on
children's literature and the interpretation of the didactic element as the only criterion
for distinguishing it from the mainstream literature.

In the realm of children literature criticism, she attempts to reconcile the "literary-
didactic division." In the picture book of Nahjul-Balagha for Children (2023),
Gholamreza Layeghi has attempted to create a work that is in tune with the tastes and
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preferences of children and is intrinsic to children's literature by selecting and
translating parts of Nahjul-Balagha. So far, no research has been conducted on Nahjul-
Balagha picture books in the field of children's and adolescent literature. The innovative
aspect of this research is that it makes use of interdisciplinary method for exploring the
relationships between text and image in the picture book of of Nahjul-Balagha for
Children. It seeks to evaluate the role of conventional and iconic signs in familiarizing

the new generation with the "Alavi’s lifestyle" and the "Islamic ethics".

Materials and Methods

In analyzing the relationship between text and image, factors such as the age of the
readers and the level of skill of the illustrator are of great importance. An illustrator
must consider the characteristics of the text and their expressive capacity because not all
semantic layers of the text can be illustrated.The research method in this study is
descriptive-analytic one. Data collection and sampling were carried out using a
purposeful method. The population and statistical sample are consistent with each other
and include the picture book Nahjul-Balagha for Children (2023), by Gholamreza
Layeghi. The book is written for age group C (final years of elementary school: 10 to 12
years).In this study, we have used the review of text-image relationships
(corresponding, complementary, expanding/additive, contrasting, multi-narrative) based
on Maria Nikolajeva's theories as a tool for data analysis. The frequency, percentage of
occurrence of moral teachings, and the correlation indicators of text with image were
calculated based on the Chi-square test using SPSS 25 software.

Discussion and Results

"Perception” and "voluntary movement" are the most important characteristics of living
beings, especially humans. In the realm of perception, humans’ "insight" depends on
their knowledge and understanding of their inner world and the world around them. In
the realm of voluntary actions, we deal with the concept of "inclination," which means
the desire, motivation, and excitement of an individual to do a specific thing. "Action"
or behavior of individuals also arises from the combination of two fundamental

elements of "insight" and "inclination":
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Insight

(cognition)

+ . Action

(Behaviour)

Inclination

(Tendency)

In fact, humans’ deeds can be compared to the branches, leaves, and fruits of a tree
whose roots are insights” (Delshad Tehrani, 2011:52). Of course, “cognition (insight)
alone cannot create behavior... Behaviors are the result of perception and cognition. In
addition to knowledge, there is another force called motivation and emotions, the agent
of which is feelings and emotions” (Jalali, 1380:45). In the second part of Sermon 154
of Nahjul-Balagha, the Commander of the Faithful Ali (AS) considered the reformation
of insights as a necessary condition for the formation of good morals and insisted on
thinking before undertaking any action:
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A person who sees with his heart and works with awareness knows before doing
anything whether his work will benefit him or harm him; if it benefits him, he does it,
and if it harms him, he stops.

In the following two-page spread selected from Nahjul-Balagha for Children (2023),
a child is seen gazing at the distant horizon. The background of the image is of an
expanded type because it refers to details that are not present in the text. On the right
side of the image, a shining sun is seen, symbolizing the bright future of the people of
insight in the shadow of achieving Islamic insight and following the Alawi culture.
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Conclusion
The conclusion drawn of this research can be summarized as follows:

- In Gholamreza Layeghi’s book, Nahjul-Balagha for Children (2023), the
interaction of symbolic and verbal signs becomes the basis for connecting the
child and adolescent audience with Islamic values. Most of the images, due to
their necessary expressiveness, provide the audience with the context for
understanding the text. However, it is suggested that in future editions, images be
included in this literary-artistic work that provide information beyond the text to
the viewers. Considering the assumptions that the illustrators had about the
audience of this work, they placed gaps in the hidden layers of the images to be
filled with the help of their dynamic minds. According to Maria Nikolaeva's
theoretical model, the "corresponding" type shows a higher percentage in the
relationships between images and text than the "complementary", "additive" and
"contrastive" types. The selected work needs to be revised to increase the
dynamics of the relationships between text and image in order to familiarize the

new generation with the Alawi tradition.

- In Nahjul-Balagha for Children (2023), the component of “insights” has a higher
frequency than other moral aspects. Alevi morality is identified based on
monotheistic thought and values derived from the Quran and Islamic Sunnah.
Cultural harms and moral abnormalities arise through deviations in ideological
and value components. Enlightenment, insight-building, and correct explanation
of Islamic values are the most important strategies suggested in Alawite culture
for confronting moral challenges and deviations. In the picture book Nahjul-
Balagha for Children (2023), Gholamreza Layeghi, using deductive logic, has
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organized and translated the sermons and letters of Nahjul-Balagha to familiarize
the inquiring minds of children and adolescents with the Alawite culture and to
present new horizons of the pure meaning of Islamic ethics before their eyes.
With his knowledge of the target society, he has used the important words of
Imam Ali (AS) as the key to dealing with cultural harms to give the new

generation the gift of insight and awareness and to help them grow morally.

- Some of the images are inadequate with reduced backgrounds and do not provide a
means of interaction with young audiences. Therefore, we suggest that in future
editions of this book, more attention be paid to the function of the background of

the images in the visual narrative of the text.
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