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Abstract 

"Argumentation" in language, relying on the pragmatic feature of discourse known as 

integrated pragmatics, elucidates methods of influencing the recipient in rational 

persuasion by considering linguistic and contextual characteristics based on constructive 

dialogue. Grounded in Ducrot's perspective, this theory views the fundamental feature 

of language in its communicative function and argumentative dimension, where 

discourse, through linguistic tools and the arrangement of reasons based on their 

effectiveness, seeks to bring about changes in the recipient's perspective. Drawing on 

the theory of "speech acts," this approach facilitates the examination of the 

argumentation process in discourse through linguistic structures, relationships, factors, 

and argumentative ladders. The present study, employing a descriptive-analytical 

method, analyzes Letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha. The findings indicate that Imam Ali 

(peace be upon him), by considering the linguistic and situational context as well as the 

audience's presuppositions, has meticulously structured arguments in a step-by-step 

manner within the argumentative ladder of linguistic constructs. Accordingly, various 

logical rules (negation and contradiction) and argumentative relationships and factors 

 

* Ph.D. Candidate of Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature, Alzahra University, 

Tehran, Iran, z.ahmadikhoo@alzahra.ac.ir 

** Associate Professor of the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature, Alzahra 

University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author), Mjigareh@alzahra.ac.ir 

*** Associate Professor of the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature, Alzahra 

University, Tehran, Iran, f.akbarizadeh@alzahra.ac.ir 

Date received: 05/12/2024, Date of acceptance: 05/03/2025 

 



Abstract  2 

 

(conjunctions and restrictive particles) have been employed to persuade the audience, 

tailored to the discourse context and the purpose of persuasion. Rhetorical devices such 

as intertextuality, repetition, antithesis, and metaphor also serve the argumentative 

function of the discourse. 

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Argumentation, Integrated Pragmatics, Ducrot, Letter 

Twenty-Seven. 
 

Introduction 

Argumentation, as a pragmatic feature of discourse, is a communicative process aimed 

at persuading audiences through linguistic and contextual strategies. Rooted in Ducrot’s 

theory of integrated pragmatics, this approach emphasizes the communicative function 

of language and its argumentative dimension, where discourse employs linguistic tools 

to structure reasons and influence the recipient’s attitudes or beliefs. Unlike logical 

deduction, which relies on certain premises and excludes emotional or contextual 

factors, linguistic argumentation is an interactive process shaped by the speaker, 

audience, and situational context. Integrated pragmatics examines how linguistic 

structures, combined with contextual and presuppositional factors, facilitate persuasion 

through argumentative strategies. This study focuses on Letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha, a 

seminal text attributed to Imam Ali (AS), to explore how argumentative discourse is 

constructed to persuade its audience. Specifically, it poses the question: “How does the 

use of linguistic and rhetorical strategies in Letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha facilitate 

argumentative persuasion within the framework of integrated pragmatics?” This 

research aims to elucidate the mechanisms of argumentation in this text, highlighting its 

relevance to contemporary discourse analysis. 

 

Materials & Methods 

Based on the integrated pragmatics framework proposed by Ducrot, a descriptive-

analytical method was employed to analyze Letter 27 of Nahj al-Balagha. The study 

examined the text’s linguistic structures, rhetorical devices, and contextual factors to 

uncover the argumentative strategies used to persuade the audience. The analysis 

focused on the interplay of linguistic constructs (e.g., conjunctions, restrictive particles), 

rhetorical figures (e.g., intertextuality, repetition, contrast, metaphor), and the situational 

context, including the audience’s presuppositions. The argumentative ladder, 

comprising the sequence and hierarchy of reasons, was mapped to assess how these 

elements contribute to persuasion. The study systematically evaluated the text’s 
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pragmatic features, such as negation, contradiction, and relational linguistic markers, to 

determine their role in achieving the intended argumentative effect. 
 

Discussion and Results 

The analysis reveals that Imam Ali (peace be upon him) employed a diverse array of 

argumentative tools, elements, and techniques in Letter 27, including the stepwise 

argumentative ladder for sequentially organizing reasons, argumentative relations such 

as conjunctives (wa, fa, hatta) and restrictives (inna, la) to foster cohesion and emphasis, 

and rhetorical devices such as Quranic intertextuality, repetition, antithesis, and 

metaphor to enhance emotional and cognitive persuasion. These elements are utilized 

across four discourse chains (humility and justice, piety and the hereafter, death and 

responsibility, ethics of governance) to guide the specific audience (Muhammad ibn Abi 

Bakr) and the general audience (the Islamic community) toward embracing ethical and 

social values. The lexical and discursive structures of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), 

considering speech acts such as assertives (for expressing realities), directives (for 

warnings and recommendations), and expressives (for instilling concern regarding 

hypocrisy), induce concepts such as social justice, orientation toward the hereafter, 

religious responsibility, and avoidance of hypocrisy, thereby directing the audiences 

toward unity and morality. Overall, these findings demonstrate the operationalization of 

argumentative persuasion through linguistic and contextual interactions that foster 

sustainable attitudinal changes. 

 

Conclusion 

These approaches demonstrate the synergistic interaction between linguistic form and 

pragmatic value, facilitating a shift in attitudinal orientation toward ethical action and 

collective cohesion. The findings align with Ducrot's theory, as the linguistic 

argumentation in the letter, unlike formal logic, integrates emotional and contextual 

factors to achieve relative and context-bound persuasion. The discourse chains represent 

argumentative dynamics that draw upon religious presuppositions (such as piety and 

justice) to counter social threats like hypocrisy. This analysis confirms the application 

of integrated pragmatics in interpreting classical texts and elucidates trans-temporal 

persuasive methods in discourse, which can serve as a model for analyzing 

contemporary discourses in the domains of ethical governance and social justice. 
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"WX:<�    A"D� �� � �����"O

��4% !��6( �� !'	:o��  
��( �� !���:M27 !� y�� �� .��� 

� 1�X�#<� !#|�  !&M � 
#.� �#<� 7��* !(» r�]S<� 
	]	����������	���	    �"	�� �"JM !,
!""P�) ��""�~� K""<�� !""<� (8) +	��{""#<�  (
""�M الله�����
��� ������	��) «2017  �(I I*""&M 
""d�{�

VJ(  �q��M 
WX:<�   
"��( ��"#�$% B	&S� 
� !����������  ���.�� �� !<����� 
.��� �� ��%��d.*(
53 VJ( �S� �� � �������O 
WX:<�       Y�"$.�=� 
"� ����"�� �"� !;�":��� ������"  +���"� �"	&	," 


.�-( ^J� ������� 8*( +.� ����O !� t�:��� 1���9�� �� �� ���� �����  +.�� .��(�� 

 1���M 1�J� 
<�'�»��	
�      V"J( !", (8)!"&M I�"��� Bw�"�� !, r�]S<�� 8��9�� Y�	<>  ��
���	 
)������	 ������	  (�"G�*#( �*=���� �) «2019 
"� �(I        ��"�.�� +�,�"% �"-( �� ���"� !& �*";

!F���    
"��( !(�"�� ������ +		:� �46�� ��45  V"J(   
"	���� 
"WX:<�   �"�     �*"�, B"	&S� � *"S(
�3
� !WX� ��4%�	2 �� 
�,���  !� ������ 
.�-( y�� 
� ��>    1�"6.� 
"<�'� �� )��"d.*( _�����O 

 ��*�M �� ?	(»��	
� �w��� !, 8��9�� E	<�� �(8) !&M I���� B �������	 28  �"G�*#(« )2018�(I   �"�
 
��( B	&S� 
� ���.�� +	#�28 VJ( 
WX:<� .5�� 
�����O 
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1�#S#	&M �	]#<��:M 
<�'� » �!]�"���:�M�   !"��� B"	&S� �   
"��( !����"�	�27  
"WX:<� V"J(«� 
)1402 
��( y�� 
� ����� �� �(027 VJ(  �O �> 1��"� !]����:�M� �-( �� 
WX:<�   � 5"�� 
"����

    !"&M ��"��{��	�� 
"� �� 
��( +.� }�d�(� 5SF ��� � B	&S� �� 
��( !�����	� � !��� ���.�� ��

	&M !� Y�:2� IXd<� !� �P�Q A��/O 8*P*� �� Y��$�� 
  �.�#( .���� 

X� 
�	C	O 
� 
G*���-Q!� 
    Y�".�-( �"� 
	�� �� ������ 
.�-( }�� �� 
  ���%»  � ��" ��
�:�*�d(�«   5"�� )�"C( 
"�����O 
WX:<� VJ( ^�$�� 5d	� 
��( 
� ��      }�"D�(� A��/"O +".� �4"<

v��� �� �� �.��%      (8) !"&M I�"�� !"��	� 
"C.�(� �� 
  ���% +		:� !(��� ������ 1�� 
"@ 
 1�o���C	� !� �.�J� �� 
=��G .��   

 

4 .<'*� "�	 � 

1.4 4����
3 

������ (Argumentain) B	<� 8*P*� �� 1��> )Raisonnement  I��" �� � )�*� Y��$�� 
<*'� �� (
 �� ��C� 
�<�� 
w��� �� �� �� .���� �*� 
� s*�D� !��-(��� B	<�     
"  5"�� !M*"P*� 1��>

  !"� !"���� Lo�� I�-( ��         !"� )��$�"�� 7�"	9 �"�(�� !"'o�� 1�"���?�� �� �> �� � �*"�   .�*"�
!<�Q�� $% I�-( 
.�O �� !(�	� 
.�-( K. ������ 
    )�*"� ��"#� � 
"   Y��"$� ��   !"'o�� ����"��

!� E;�D� 8��9� EG*�   ̂ �"d	� +	� N���� 
� )���� 
.�-( +.� �6.� !.*� �� _�*�     !(�"�� 1�"�
 �46�� ���� ���� ������ 1����.>�, 1�	%��� !� 0X�  1�(*	O �� ��  )�"	](� 1�   !��]"d(� �

I��(�   �����?=<�) ��  n.�=� +�� ������ 1��� �� ) �12006: 8 -16(  
".�-( +.� xP�� ." ��" ��" 
5��. !� ���� !=	:; v.��� ?G �� ������ 1�  �(��� ���� !�=.    1���� �*"� y*o"� I�#� ��

 �� .5�� !<����� �=��!� !�#P � !.�Z�9� B#M �� �����       !"���� 
"� +�"� �o"� �� � �(��
o� !;�:��� �F��M*WX� � !(��� y!  !"�    ( +	"�a#� ������"O    Y���� � !":	 �� 1���"Q�� A"'

N��� �4Q� �3   B"	&S� !"�<�� � !(��� �	Q �� �� noM � �	   )��"     t�":��� �"=� 
"&Q�� �� �
!� !���� !G��� 5,�� � 5	=9*� �� �� 5<�� ��  )  �
<*"F2007: 34  - 33.(    !"��M ��"�� ��

 _5�� ���=� r�]Q 
� 
.�-( +.�»r�]Q « �» ������ «   
"C.� �� 5"H< ��» V"]Q « 
"�   !"�=�
     +"�� :��"]<��	�  14"<� :���"�G 1� r�]S� �BG� *�) .5�� 
&M�$� }�� ���� � B	<� � 5]Q

��*-�� 1405 "�: 2/28( 
� � !� ��9 LQ +D� �> 
&	�� �*� �7��, +��) !�  ��"� ���c  V"]Q (
       � B".�� �)��"  5 ��"C� �> �� �6.�"�. �"� ��"; �� 
  5�� 1��, !�	<�=, �yXoF� �� �

� �*� +	����
� �  !"� !M*P*� �� �. � Y�:2� �*-��       x(�"9 1��"� !<��"G !��"% � �"(��>   ���" 
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�
<*F) 5�� E;�D�2007 :17(.      !"F�� 
"]	�( 
"� ��"��?<� Y���'� 
  !'o�� +	���� �X���
!� !J��� �(*� _  B".�� �!<���"�� Y�	&#M ��   �"�       !M�"#�G� � !"6���, �1�"�, 5",�� 7�"��

 
P�M E;�D� )�"�  �   B"	<� +	"#� 
"�     ��"o�� 5"	&��9 � )�*"� !:"d(   1��?=<�)�"(��� 1�.4"O �
2006:  19(.  

  
2.4   $��:
 

   .5"�� 8�"�9� I*J$� ������� �� N:��� !&F� ^	��$� �� !�.» 8�"�9� «  }�"� �� »  ��"M��9� ��x"��9� « �". 
1����M�'��)persuasion( 5�� )��> ��	(���% �*�C�  !�=� 
� !���, ���� ��  ���"D��) 1385 :

207/1� ( ��      1��"� E";�D� �"� *"6�$% L.�; �� 
  5�� !;�:��� ��#,�� ��.>�, K. yXoF�
 0�6( �		H��. ��:G� I�M 7��� �� 1� ���,� �    !"� Y�*"F E".�, � �".�J�    �"� ^&��"� .��.4"O 


� !&'M N��*P 7���  Y�*F 
��'� �� !O�	O � Bd&d��    �"� ��"� )��  vDC� �� 8*P*� 1�
 ^�Q � 
]	�( ������ � 5]Q �B	<�!� 5�� 
�  .�.> )���> �!&'M 8��9� L'S� t��    
"w��� �1��"�

5]Q E����        5".*'� � !"��dQ� � !"&'M �"-( �� E";�D� 5"	=9*� 5.�M� ����$% !��( ���
���� � 
<�� �� +D� 5�� !=9�� 1��  �
���M)2012 :63.(    !<���"�� Y�"	&#M 5".�W�   L.�"��

 1� ��(��� � E;�D� 0�.4O 
G�� ������� � ��#�$%      L".�; �� !"(��� A"���> � ��"#.� 
"�
   .5"�� 8�"��9� �!M��9� ������ �	SF ��.>�, )�#2 5$% ��*� !� B	<� +	#� 
� .5�� !(��� ��?��
   ^&��"� �� A	"� E;�D� 
� ������ 8*( +.� �� .5�� )�	�� !(��� 0�.4O 
� ��, !�=. � 8���9�

!� )��� 5	#��     � I�"	O 
"  5"�� E;�D� 5.�J( �� ��.� ��*�     ��"  
"� �� �> � )��"  5",�.�� �
!�  ��	% !� �� !M��9� ������ 7��� +	#� ��  
� ��*� �!&��=� 1�(�� ��*�M  ��"  n.�=� !;�:��� 

�� 
  � 
� 
� �>{!� 
G*� )�(�	% � I�	O �)�����, :!���� 
$<  ���% �1���#Q)62:2021  .(  
  

3.4 D'�E   ����3 4����
  �� 

1.3.4 ����
 F���(� �
��
  �� 

�� ������ �� 5,�C	O I�% 7��� 5�� �d	� !(��� 1��_ 
o��� !�=.   �� 
"]	�( � B	<� ��	� 
  1�
��� �(*	O.     !��"6�� .5"�� !"'o�� r����"�� � I�?&��� 
o��� �� �	W 
o��� +.�     � B".�� +	"� 
" 

5]Q     ���"9�� 
"]	�( 
"� ��	�� 1����� �� !�	=� !:	��� �(*	O !<����� )��% K. �� �� ����"% 
^	-�� B.�� +.�   1��?"=<�) �"���( !<����� �����( �. ���&O �� 
�,�. �2006: 20 -21( .�>    
"  
"(*%

!� 
��*( �����( +.� +	.�O �� 
  1�o� �� :���� !� �*�      _�"��� !.��"� �o"� �� !C.�#( 5d.��
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� 
�$% 
  1�*; 
�$% 
]	�( ������( +	.�O 1��  ����� 
&O �� 
  5�� !.��     �"� :��"	(�2 .5"�� )�"�>

�$% !� �����( +.� �� 
  1�       �".�� )�"�> ��"���( 1��"� �� 
"a(> � ���� vDC� �*<�� K. �.>

1*9 �*<�� 
&O 
� 5:d( 1��   �"��� 
�"��� !�	.�O 1��   ���> ^	"�Q)296:1384   +	(�*"9 L":; � (
�� I�� �� `	'( � !$( !<����� �����( 5�� 
]	�( !$( �B.��   .( Ducrot :1980 :27)  

 - ��@7.%� OG�* )The connectors(  

 ��'�M� 
�"�� ��" )�J� 1��� K	��� �� ������      v��"� v	D"C� �!M�"�9� ����"�� 1��    � �"�
1��� !<����� Y���� N��� .5�� 1���P    t�":��� ^"� 
� �� ��C	� �. B	<� �� ��	� !<����� 1��

 )���C'( 
�$% �� 
� �! M 1/������ �� vDC�!� ���$% !�*# ����_  N"��� +.� �� !���   �� �"�
:�� �����:M !��M ���� ... � �� �����#� ���3�< ����� ��#�	��� !��Q �+�< �B�  1��?"=<�) �2006: 27(.  ��

^	d'� K. )�%�.� 1��:� �� !&  1��� "�� ��"  +".� �� !<����� N����    )��"  !��".��� 
"(*%   �"(�
�1�	�?<�)2017: 107 -108(: 

�N��� .n<       !�#"P V.�"�( �". � !S.*"&� 1�"�=� �� B.�� ��	� 1*9 � ����> !;�:��� 
  !.��
!� ���9�� ���  (�#	�� �!�Q).  

N��� .}     
"� Y�":2� � !"$( 1��� !��M ���� �� 
  B.�� ��	� !<����� p��=� � ��Z� 1��
!� )��� ��  �*� �+�< �B�) (K<� x�.  

N��� .r 5&M 1��  !<����� !��.�> �� ��  
     5"�� 
"<�� 
"	G*� � �	P*� ��	d$� ��   �!" )
(I�.  

�N��� . �(*	O �noM 1��    !"#J� A"'( � ���d� V.��( � B.�� ��	� !6���#� � I�]d(� 1��
!� ��$.� !<����� 0��� �� �� ���  (^2 ��, ����). 

 - ��@7.%� ���
 )The operators( 

B��M  �� 
� ( 
]	�( � B	<� +	� �(*	O!# ��(����O 5	&��9 � Y�(���� 
�&�    ��"�$% K". !<����� 1��
!� +	=� � vDC� �� ���  
� ��*#=� B��*M +.� . A	O Y�*F p�,   t�":��� �". !(��� 1��   1�"�

)��?% +	� !.��=� !� B#M ��  
  ��� !� Y���� +.� B���   :�(*"� �.�"��   ���":.�'�   �"�� �+.����"��� 
�9 }*&�� Y���� !��#� �,1976; 5-27) Anscomber & Ducrot.(  
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2.3.4 8�/ 4����
 
 �����91  

N��� K� ����  B��M � ��  ��� 7�	'�  ���d� !=;�9 B	<� � ���� 1���   ����"�� ��?�� 
��.� �� !�:�

�     .�"(��� �*"G� ��"�� �*� ������ �� �> v��� ��*�M" ��" ��"    �� 8�",� �� �� Y���� +".�

 !���������  
	P�,!'	$&�)Integrated pragmatics ()��$���      
"� �� 
"�$% !<���"�� 0��� � ��" 
��� t�:��� �> B#�S� � +�#� V.��( �1��?=<�)26:2006(.   !<���"�� N"���� � B��*M �*G� �J��� 

+	#Z� 5d	( ������ ���&#M )��� �  <���"�� BF� 1���� �.�� B.�� � Y���'� 
�&� � ��"��� ! 
5JG � 1�	% 0��� <�����! ���� 5	#��.5JG   
"&#G �"� !�=. !<����� 1�	%    �"� )�X"M 1�

   !"� E"	'=� �� !"F�� !<����� 5JG �1���| 1��=�   .�"� » 
"M*#]�  �� 1� A	"O  p�",   � �"�
 1������ )��"% �� ���,� ��	� ���C�       ���� 5"�	�*#M 
"  5"�� 1�"C� vD"C� 1�"�  �!:"d( _

5,�� ��� � ���d� !(��&O �   1�*<*w�".� �"� t�:��� ��  �"�     �"� p��"=� �� �!M�"#�G� �*%�"(*% 1
!� ���9 �6.��. �(�	% «:��#�)33(.   �� !"C�  �(�*�� 
  5���=� +.�� ^� IX  !<����� 0���

.��  ��].� E;�D�   !"� ��"�� 1�����  
:�G 
� ������ 
.�-( �+.������     �� �"���, !"��6( .��"6(
�o� 1�������� � ��%���  �� ^ �Q !�������=� � 1*S(�� �>   
".�-( �� )�"�>�� 
".�-( +.� .�� 

»A�""   1��""�$% 1�""�)Speech act theory( «  )�%�"".� 7�""�� �""� "+	�""�>")Jane Austen(  �
"���")John Searle( ^J� �� � 5�� )���d% � +.��   �"Q�:� +.�"� » !"��������� )pragmatic(  «

!� }*dS� .�*� A�  !� ^	d'� 
��� V�O 
�  �����$% ) �(*�Austin,1962(: 

� -)1��""J|�Assertive( )��?""% ��""	� :  �""�  �> ��"":�M� �� 8X"";� �""� � !""F�� 1�*""�S� �""�} _ -
)!:	W��Directives r _1��"  I�](� 
� )�(*�� ���  ����� 1��� 0X� :( - 1�"J=� )Commissives :(

� _)��.> �� 1��  I�](� 
� )��.*% �J=� -!�XM� )Declarations     L".�; �� ��"JG �� �"		H� ��"].� :(
%) _(���� 1��J( Y��9 
� ��	()���$ -!$;�M )Expressive0�6( �. Y���dQ� ��	� :( 1�� .)��.*%  

"�� ��" !� I�](� �$( K. 
  !�	<�=, �� 5�� �'�=�      ��"JG �� 
"  !"���		H� �"	Q �� ���
!� ��].� !� ���� �� �> ��9 �. ��     K". �"(�*� A�"  )act (     �!"C�  Y��":M �� �*"-�� � .�"���
�� !���:M!� +		=� �� ^&��� 1�����.�� 
  5    A�"  L"'S� ��"��� 
��.� �. � ��     !(�"�� 1�"�

��� � ��*� ��(�� � !� ^���, �� �.�J� ���  )Ducrot.1972 :77     }�"M �*"	WX� 8*"P*� +".� 
� .(

�����O !.�C(� YX#G ��*�M 5S� .�(�  8*"( �� ^&��� ��	� �+.������ »  !(�"	� A�" )Locutionary 

acts « (�9^&��� 5	( � � »1�*-�� A� )Illocutionary acts(  «    8*"( �� E";�D� ��"��M�'�� �
»A�  1�	23� «�. »!(�	��dO«) Perlocutionaty acts(   +".� �"� .�*� ���*�  7�"�� »  � !"��������� 

      I�"#� 5"	=9*� �!�	��"#%��O �". 1�����"  ������ .���d� ^� �� )�� )�	�� I*J$� �� ������



$@7.%� -�#.AB �1�CD ��	
 E.A� � F�1G HI	 =JK;�� ... ) �6 �7#8� ���/(-���2  �  15  

 

�� ��=� 1�?G� !� vDC� !� 0X� � ��      IX"  1�*"�S� �"� !(*���	O 5,�� B��'�� A�  �� �� 
���% +		:�_ )��� �� � )��  �$Q �� �*� !.�.*O Y�#&      I�"-( �". � �*"� ������ 1�Z�9� 
� 1�

!.��=� !���� �!� 0 )�J� !<����� ��=�� �� �(�*�  ���    �� �*"� !(�"�� A(�*"� � Y��9 � )�.��%
���4% A.�#( 
� «)������	 �2008: 22 -23( .       ��*"� � Y��"9 I*"J$� �� !"=	:; ��"�� ��,*"d&	,


� ������  ��*�M»!�#P �. 1�*-�� ��*�)Illocutionary force(  ��", �.  !(�"	� «  !"� �"	:=�   �� .�"�� 
 I*J$� �]�.�»  !<���"�� ��*"�)Argumentative force(  «   �"-( ��*"�" ��" ��"     ��"�&O I*"J$� 
"�

!� ��� !<����� �� 
  5�� B.�� ��	� !:	��� 
o��� �> � ���%    !<���"�� ��*"� � ���.�� 1��:�
�> !� vDC� �� �*�) Ducrot.1980 :10-16.(  
 

5 .,&�& 
����   	�  

1.5 �H���I�� 
 J���9� (�  �
( ���K27    

 
��(27  
� 
 »��� !�� +� �#S��JM « �� !�. ��*�M 
� 5�� ���=�79    N"�*� )�"� 5:2 
��(
 �	� � 5�� 
WX:<� VJ( 
M*#]� �� !P�
��( 
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