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Abstract 

The narration “Indeed, the pillar of religion is the common people of the Ummah”, a 

passage from Letter 53 of Nahj al-Balagha, emphasizes the necessity of trusting and 

relying on the people in society. This seems to be in conflict with the Qur’anic verse 

“And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will lead you astray from the way 

of Allah” (Qur’an 6:116), which negates obedience to the majority. Although Qur’anic 

exegeses have explained the verse itself, they have not addressed its apparent conflict 

with trusting the people and obeying the majority. This study seeks to examine, using a 

descriptive–analytical method, the contradiction between this passage from Letter 53 of 

Nahj al-Balagha and verse 116 of Surah al-An‘am. The article’s finding is that the 

narration “Indeed, the pillar of religion…” pertains to social issues, highlighting the 

importance of people’s presence in advancing governance and confronting the enemy—

an asset that officials can effectively use to achieve religious and logical objectives with 

the backing of devout, guardianship-oriented citizens. In contrast, the verse “And if you 

obey most of those upon the earth…” pertains to religious and doctrinal issues, warning 
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against blind imitation of the behavior of the majority of disbelievers and heedless 

believers. The verse cautions officials not to disregard divine commands in order to 

please such groups or to obey them. 

Keywords: Trust in People, Consultation with People, Trust in God, Social Capital, 

Social Participation. 
 

Introduction 

One of the important topics in religious and social studies is the position and role of the 

people in preserving the stability of religion and guiding society. In this regard, the 

narration “Indeed, the pillar of religion is the common people of the Ummah” 

emphasizes the essential role of the people in safeguarding and supporting the religion. 

This narration indicates that society forms the main pillar of religion, and reliance on 

the general public plays a key role in religious and social matters. The context of this 

part of Letter 53 concerns an explanation of the status of the elite and the masses, where 

Imam ʿAlī (a) states that the elite and those close to power are often a heavy burden on 

the ruler during comfort and ease, and when hardship arises, they are the least willing to 

offer help. They dislike fair judgment concerning themselves, demand persistently from 

the ruler, show the least gratitude when given, are slowest to accept excuses when 

denied, and possess little patience in facing life’s hardships. He then continues 

regarding the masses: “But the pillars of religion, the majority of Muslims, and the 

equipment against the enemies are the general public. Therefore, your attention toward 

them should be greater, and your inclination toward them stronger.” 

On the other hand, the verse “And if you obey most of those upon the earth, they 

will lead you astray from the way of Allah” (Qur’an 6:116) warns against following the 

majority, presenting it as a cause of deviation from God’s path. The context of the verse 

is an admonition to the Prophet Muḥammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and the believers that the criterion for 

guidance is not the majority of people, but rather adherence to divine revelation. The 

preceding verses stress that most people—even when faced with the clearest miracles—

do not believe due to following desires and conjecture. This verse states that if one 

obeys the majority who act on speculation and selfish desires, one will be led astray 

from God’s way. Subsequent verses reinforce this notion, emphasizing that God is more 

knowledgeable than anyone regarding the paths of guidance and misguidance. Thus, the 

verse strongly underlines the necessity of following revelation and reason in the face of 

public pressure or popular demand. 
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In Islamic history, the Prophet Muḥammad (صلى الله عليه وسلم) and Imam ʿAlī (a) established the 

foundations of participatory governance by trusting and consulting the people. The 

Prophet often consulted his companions on various matters, and Imam ʿAlī (a), during 

his caliphate, paid particular attention to the opinions and needs of the people and 

valued their active participation in governance. 

At first glance, these two propositions appear contradictory: on one hand, the 

Islamic narration introduces trust in the general public as a foundation for sustaining 

religion, and on the other, the Qur’anic verse views following the majority as a source 

of misguidance. This contradiction raises a fundamental question: does trusting the 

people mean obeying the majority, or are these two concepts distinct? 

The main research question here is whether there is a conflict between the narration 

“Indeed, the pillar of religion… the common people of the Ummah” and the verse “And 

if you obey most of those upon the earth, they will lead you astray from the way of 

Allah”. If such a conflict exists, what is the solution to reconcile them? 

The subsidiary questions involve determining the precise meaning of the verse under 

study in the words of Qur’anic exegetes and clarifying the exact meaning of the 

narration according to the viewpoints of great religious scholars. 
 

Materials & Methods 

Linguistically, taʿāruḍ (conflict) means for two things to oppose or confront each other. 

(Ibn Fāris, 1378 [1999], Vol. 4, p. 272) In the terminology of uṣūl al‑fiqh (principles of 

jurisprudence), taʿāruḍ refers to the situation where the purport of two or more pieces of 

evidence is incompatible, such that they are mutually contradictory or cannot both be 

true at the same time. (Ākhūnd Khorāsānī, 1386 [2007], Vol. 2, p. 376; Ansārī, Shaykh 

Murtadā, 1394 [2015], Vol. 1, p. 750; ʿAbd al‑Karīm Ḥāʾirī Yazdī, 1368 [1989], Vol. 2, 

p. 637; Muḥammad Riḍā Muẓaffar, 1395 [2016], Vol. 2, p. 186) 

In cases of conflict between two or more evidences, Shia uṣūlīs proceed as follows: 

first, they attempt to resolve the apparent contradiction through ʿurfī (contextual or 

reasonable) reconciliation. If such reconciliation is not possible, the stronger (more 

authoritative) evidence is adopted and the weaker is set aside. If neither outweighs the 

other (taʿādul al‑adillah — balance of evidences), then either the principle of “choice” 

(takhyīr) or “fall‑out” (tasāquṭ) is applied, depending on the specific scholarly opinion. 

(Muḥammad Rishād, 1367 [1988], p. 298) 
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Discussion & Result 

The narration “Indeed, the pillar of religion is the common people of the Ummah” 

addresses the role of the people in social affairs and demonstrates the great significance 

of their effective presence in political and social matters. It emphasizes the necessity of 

popular participation in the mechanisms of governance and in standing firm against 

enemies. Based on this narration, officials can, by relying on the support of the people 

and utilizing their strong faith and commitment to wilāyah (guardianship), advance the 

state’s rational and religious objectives. Such participation not only strengthens the 

government but also paves the way for the development and progress of the 

Islamic society. 

In contrast, the verse “And if you obey most of those upon the earth…” addresses 

religious and doctrinal matters, underscoring the importance of vigilance when choosing 

role models for imitation. It warns officials to avoid blindly following the majority, who 

may be steeped in ignorance or disbelief. Uninformed imitation of the behavior and 

beliefs of the majority—without regard to religious values and norms—can lead to 

intellectual and spiritual deviation. This verse thus cautions against sacrificing religious 

principles in response to social pressure or populist tendencies. 

Within this framework, officials must, on the one hand, harness the social potential 

of public participation to advance religious and state goals, and on the other, guard 

against succumbing to the influence of an uninformed majority in ways that undermine 

religious legitimacy and doctrinal integrity. Holding these two concepts together 

enables both leadership and the Islamic community to achieve a sustainable balance 

between social engagement and religious adherence. 

From this comprehensive perspective, these two religious teachings reveal that 

building a dynamic society aligned with Islamic principles requires not only valuing 

active citizen participation across different fields but also avoiding irrational and 

uninformed majority-driven trends that could lead to deviation. Striking this balance 

results in a cohesive, resilient, and faith-centered society—one capable of confronting 

challenges and crises while effectively progressing toward development and 

spiritual elevation. 
 

Conclusion 

The findings of this study can be summarized as follows: 
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The conclusion of this research shows that a correct understanding of narrations and 

Qur’anic verses plays a key role in applying religious teachings to social and political 

governance. 

While the narration “Indeed, the pillar of religion is the common people of the 

Ummah” emphasizes the importance of utilizing public consensus and the people’s 

capacities in supporting religious objectives, the verse “And if you obey most of those 

upon the earth, they will lead you astray from the way of Allah” warns against being 

influenced by incorrect beliefs stemming from majority trends. 

According to Islamic teachings, societal issues must be addressed with the active 

presence of the people. Without public participation, achieving substantial success in an 

Islamic government is not possible. Entrusting national affairs to the people in various 

sectors can also lighten the burden on statesmen, allowing them to focus primarily on 

supervisory duties. 

Entrusting affairs to and relying on devout believers in no way conflicts with 

refraining from obedience to a corrupt majority. On the contrary, there is a strong 

correlation between delegating responsibilities to the faithful and confronting hostile 

enemies. Government leaders must, while cooperating with the believing community, 

remain vigilant against the schemes and deceptions of evildoers and avoid any 

obedience to adversaries. 

Therefore, officials and leaders of society should intelligently combine these two 

teachings in such a way that they benefit from popular support while also safeguarding 

religious commands from distortion and deviation. This dual approach requires deep 

interpretation and careful consideration in social decision‑making and policy‑forming. 
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