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Abstract

This research has studied the deliberate silences of Imam Ali (AS) which were
influenced by political, social, cultural conditions, etc., using a descriptive-analytical
method. The purpose of this research is to investigate the Imam's (AS) intentions in
concealing the topics of his speech or in bringing his language closer to the common
language of the people of his time. In social interactions between individuals,
sometimes the speaker's lack of clarity in expressing a topic is interpreted as silence and
as an unnatural sign in the discourse. Dennis Curzon divides this type of silence into
four branches: conversational, thematic or thematic, textual, and situational silence.
Thematic silence is referred to as silence in which, for various reasons, a topic remains
hidden in speech, and such cases are often observed more in political speeches. Another
part of this silence has a linguistic aspect that has led to a kind of brevity in speech and
emphasis on ammunition. Ali ebn Abi Taleb, as a master orator and wise leader, left
some topics unmentioned in his sermons, letters, and wisdoms, and this study has
examined a limited number of these. The achievement of the present study is that his
thematic silences have been expressed in the form of brevity, innuendo, simile,
metaphor, allegory, allusion, and Arabic symbols to address important topics while
maintaining the unity of the Islamic community and, in some cases, in harmony with

common customs and language.
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Introduction

In a communicative process, various factors lead to the emergence of interactive
silences. Sometimes these silences are voluntary, and sometimes they are imposed.
Occasionally, silence dominates the speaker’s words, and at other times, a listener, for
various reasons, tries to conceal their feedback and feelings, or the communication
environment is such that silence is considered a mandatory act or a sign of an
individual’s politeness. Deniss Curzon has examined this type of linguistic silence in
four categories: conversational, topical, textual, and situational. From his perspective,
among these four types, the topical or thematic type stands out with one characteristic:
while the other three types of silence occur in time, this type of silence exists within the
discourse itself, motivated by expediency or self-interest, and involves discussing topics
in a veiled manner, without any pause in the flow of speech.

In this research, by selecting chosen excerpts from the discourse of Ali (PBUH), we
have focused on examining Curzon’s thematic silences, taking into account the political,
social, and cultural contexts of that era. “The society that Ali (PBUH) became its
guardian and caliph 25 years after the disappearance of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was a sick, corrupt, and strife-ridden society. He accepted a caliphate which, in
his luminous words, was less valuable than the snot of a goat and patched shoes”
(Haddadzadeh, 2017: 53). Undoubtedly, leading such a society requires a
comprehensive, precise, and all-encompassing plan to best implement the two
fundamental principles of the Alawite government: acting according to the Qur’an and

the Prophet’s Sunnah, and establishing justice.

Materials and Methods

This research was conducted using an analytical-descriptive method. In this research,
we have examined Curzon’s thematic silence in the valuable work Nahj al-Balagha, and
we have investigated the positions of meaningful textual silences with regard to

political, cultural, social, and other contexts.

Discussion and Results

The research findings clearly indicate that Denis Curzon’s concept of thematic silence
was profoundly relevant and frequently employed during the caliphate of Imam Ali

(PBUH), given the prevailing socio-political conditions of his era. In these instances of



215 Abstract

thematic silence, Imam Ali strategically utilized a rich array of rhetorical devices such
as similes and metaphors, allegories, allusions (including Quranic and poetic
references), and various Arabic cultural symbols. These sophisticated linguistic and
communicative strategies allowed him to address critical and sensitive issues without
explicitly stating them, thereby navigating complex societal tensions and, most
importantly, preserving the unity and cohesion of the Islamic community. This
deliberate, veiled communication served as a masterful tool for a leader facing immense
challenges, enabling him to convey profound messages while maintaining social

harmony and avoiding further discord.

Conclusion

“Ali ebn Abi Taleb", as an unparalleled model in the realm of oratory, considering the
critical conditions of the post-Prophet Islamic society (PBUH), expresses many topics
indirectly. This explicit expression, which is done by the individual’s choice, is known
as thematic silence. This type of silence, due to political conditions, cultural contexts, or
unmarked vocabulary, carries a hidden meaning without causing any flaw in the
thinker’s or speaker’s thought and speech. This kind of silence does not imprison the
speaker in the constraints of time; rather, it is the speaker who, by focusing on the time,
the audience, and the context of the speech, delicately and precisely omits a topic.
Curzon’s thematic silence aligns with Grice’s theory of implicature or presupposition
and Huckin’s skillful silence. Among the topics that can be addressed in this silence are
the topic of his own and his family’s oppression, especially the inheritance of Lady
Fatimah (SA), Imam Ali’s (AS) right to guardianship, the existence of the savior of the
world, the prophecy of the ruling system of society by the Umayyad dynasty, the
oppressive path of his governance after the first three caliphs, his oppressed obedience
to the commands of Uthman, including distancing himself from public view, and issues
of this nature. Thematic silence in the Imam’s (AS) speech is either influenced by the
political and cultural contexts of the society or relates to linguistics. The first category is
created with the help of similes, Quranic and poetic allusions, Arabic parables, and
cultural symbols of the society, and the silences related to the linguistic field pertain to
unmarked names that represent both masculine and feminine genders. The reason for
this might be attributed to facilitating and simplifying the text, focusing on the main
concepts, and bringing the language of his texts closer to the common language of the
people, so as not to increase the length of the speech or tire the audience’s minds. All of

the above are skillful and prudent measures of a worthy leader and a people-knowing



Abstract 216

orator, whose actions are driven solely by the preservation of the divine trust of

governance over the people, leading him to the arena of silence in his speech.”
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