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Abstract

There is a controversy - both theoretically and practically- on the issue caused by the
confrontation of Islamic tradition with modernity in the present era and the civilization
that emerged from it. Therefore, the authors aim to answer this fundamental question:
given the centrality of the relationship between tradition and modernity in every
political thought and action, what elements of the intellectual foundations and political
viewpoint of Ali ibn Abi Talib can be formulated in Nahjul-Balagha and with what
reading? Therefore, using a descriptive-analytical method and using library resources
and applying Leo Strauss's hermeneutic model of textualist steganography, it was
concluded that the divine caliphate of man as an agent with mediation on earth validates
the agency of man as a political and social actor and redefines the new specific tasks of
religion that must be realized by believers in a context of modernity. For Ali, justice is
authentic and is interpreted as public policy and management that organizes affairs.
Therefore, at least three elements ofjustice-based governance, human agency with the
approach of the Caliph of Allah on Earth, and also, the centrality of law as the principle

of a nation's satisfaction with the government, can be considered an aspect of modernity

« Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran (Corresponding
Author), m.alavian@umz.ac.ir, ID 0000-0001-8086-8149

« Post-doctoral researcher of political thoughts (West, Iran, Islam), University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran,
Mehrdad.jahaninasab@gmail.com, ID 0000-0001-5807-7199
Date received: 05/12/2024, Date of acceptance: 05/03/2025



Abstract 152

in the views of Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS) as an important part of the Islamic tradition.
According to the logic of the adaptability, subjectivity with mediation of human
assumes the concept of modernity in two concepts, "agency" and "rationality." Human
agency in Nahjul-Balagha corresponds to the viewpoint that man is a social being and
chooses to socialize and act in society in accordance with his rational nature; because
basically, human happiness is realized by living and cooperating in the company of his
fellow human beings. Such a view brings the Islamic tradition closer to modernity with

the way of reading mentioned in the article.

Keywords: Imam Ali , Justice, Nahjul-Balagha, Islamic Tradition, Modernity, Divine

Caliph (vicegerency) of man.

Introduction

The concept of "liberation", like modernity, is comprehensive ; whether in the sense of
part of the general human movement in material and spiritual aspects or in the sense of
national liberation for people who have been trying to escape from the clutches of
colonialism, 1in its ancient form, and to free themselves from the dominance of the West
and its pioneering in the contemporary era. As the second source of religious rulings
and one of the intra-religious factors shaping Islamic teachings, Sunnah refers to any
words, actions, and statements of the Prophet, (whether in speech or in action), that,
according to Shiite belief, includes the life of the infallible Imams (AS) along with the
life of the Prophet, and Muslims' obedience to which has been greatly emphasized
(Tagawi 2016: 49-50). Therefore, the opinions, thoughts, and political viewpoints of
Imam Ali (AS), collected in many cases in Nahjul-Balagha, are considered to be among
the most important sources of Islamic tradition. By adhering to it, elements of a modern
reading in the modern sense can be implied from it, in accordance with the subject and
components of modernism. Therefore, given the significance of the relationship
between tradition and modernity in any political thought and action, the paper aims to
answer the question: what elements of Ali ibn Abi Talib's intellectual foundations and
political viewpoints can be formulated in Nahjul-Balagha and with what
reading?Therefore, reviewing the numerous studies conducted in this field, the
researchers argue that while explaining some elements of the Islamic tradition-
especially focusing on the political viewpoints of Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS) in Nahjul-
Balagha- they should adapt it to a modernist perspective that, simultaneously, is a
response to those who do not consider Islamic beliefs with their specific theological

system to be a possible transition to modernity; meanwhile the liberation movements of
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Muslims against domination and their seeking justice in the past few centuries have

been ignored both in practice and in thought.

Materials and Methods

The paper analyzes the modernist elements in the Islamic tradition, focusing on the
opinions and thoughts of Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS), using a descriptive-analytical method
and using library resources and the hermeneutic model of textual steganography by

Leo Strauss.

Discussion and Results

Modernity has been a great transformation in human life that included the relationship
between man and nature, the relationship between man and man, and the relationship
between man and the world beyond , as well. The history of modernity in Europe is
originated from two systems of thought: "humanism" and "rationalism", in a period of
historical transformation in Europe following the Renaissance and the Enlightenment.
Humanism, which considers man to be the master of his own destiny, and rationalism,
which declares human reason to be the authority for knowledge instead of the sacred
text (Belgeziz, 2017: 70) is an issue that has engaged various intellectual outlooks and
in the Islamic world in the present era. Each of them has expressed a specific
understanding and approach to this issue. Thus, the discussion in the next section
includes political modernity. Besides, political modernity is also a manifestation of
modernity that, with the emergence of expressive institutions, refers to the individual
ritual self in political life and political order. Confrontation of Muslims with Western
modernity - considering the internal developments of Islamic societies- can be traced to
three periods of religious innovation, regeneration, and rethinking for three types of
encounters with manifestations of modernity from the mid- nineteenth century to the
present day. The researchers examine these three periods and address the modernist
elements in the political views and opinions and thoughts of Imam Ali (AS) in order to
understand the relationship between Islamic tradition and modernity. The elements
include human agency as a political and social actor, the rule of justice as a policy, and

the centrality of law as the principle of people's satisfaction.

Conclusion

The significance of the paper addressing the fact that in today's world, wherever we are,

whether in Western countries or developing non-Western countries or in Islamic
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countries, in every aspect of human life, we are not afraid of facing modernity.
Therefore, the type of approach of each system of thought, especially that one in the
Islamic world and among Muslim scholars, should address the relationship between
Islamic tradition and modernity, relying on political modernity. This should prompt the
researchers to try to find elements in the political viewpoints of Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS)
and adapt and formulate it with the manifestations of modernity. The opinions, thoughts
and political vision of Imam Ali (AS), having been collected in many cases in Nahjul-
Balagha, are considered the most important sources of Islamic tradition, and by
adhering to them, elements of a modern reading in the modern sense can be derived
from it according to the subject and components of modernism. Based on this approach
and applying the method of interpretation and hermeneutics, understanding the meaning
of the Islamic text and tradition by focusing on Nahjul-Balagha the following were
found out; The three elements of human agency, the rule of justice, and the centrality of
law, are among the elements that, respectively, affirm the divine chalipha(vicegerency)
of man as an agent on earth, political and social activism, public policy and planning,
and the principle of the will and consent of the nations in the formation of government
and holding rulers and officials accountable, and redefines the new specific functions of
religion that should be realized by believers in a context of modernity. Such a view
brings Islam closer to modernity with the reading mentioned in the paper.

In Imam Ali's view, justice is closer to the concept of retribution in the Quran and is
of the type of social justice. Also, in Nahjul Balagha, Islamic society is defined as a
single entity consisting of different individuals who, according to social status, perform
their own specific duties and, with the centrality of a qualified individual in the form of
an Imam, are required to implement the laws of Sharia. Although sovereignty is
essentially God's, man, as avicegerency of God, is entrusted with the government,

similar to the trust for the implementation of everything according to the Sharia of God.
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